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Candidate Supply 


Politics has oft got into the Church, but never 
more dangerously than in regard to candidates for 
the ministry. In view of the shortage of preachers, 
anticipated several years ago, the religious press 
made reference to the Federal Council, in its Com- 
mission on the Ministry, as in future to “borrow 
the tactics of big business, and to use talent-scouts 
to pick the most talented young men from each 
year’s crop of college graduates.” In connection 
with this came the rumor that a certain Church in 
our country would go after a definite number of 
candidates each year, on the basis of an estimate 
of the need, the quota to be filled whether or no. 
Here are two dangers implicit. 


First, the very air seems burdened with regimen- 
tation. Instead of the proven law of supply and de- 
mand, we seem obsessed with communistic notions. 
The spiritual realm is feeling the effects of the sub- 
stitution of regimentation for free enterprise. A 
Deistic practicality dispenses with a Theistic 
ideality. An Arminian agency supplants a Calvin- 
istic sovereignty. Pressure is brought to bear on 
quotas and official ‘“‘askings,” standards, and hours, 
and schedules. There seems little left for the Holy 
Spirit to do. God must be grateful for being so 
happily relieved of much detail work! 


Is the key to the call to the ministry to be: 
“Thou hast clothing; be thou our ruler.” Or: “Woe 
is unto me if I preach not the Gospel?” God’s will 
is surely found through men; and the need of 
workers is to be made known. Hanna is still to 
dedicate her son; and Mordecai still plants the seed 
and gives the urge: ‘‘Who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
But the “call”? to His Ministry comes from God and 
not man. 


The second danger is putting brains in the place 
of goodness. Intellect has blessed the Church. No 
branch more than the Presbyterian, U. S., sees its 
need. But fortunately for the work of the Lord, 
neither wisdom nor the Presbyterian Church are 
indispensable to salvation and to service. It is a 
sad day indeed that sees our Church or any Church 
stressing mental acumen more than character. Wis- 
dom has never been the route to God or to god- 
liness. The Book warns that not many “wise men 
are called.”” When the Lord is no longer able to 





make the weak confound the strong, and the foolish 
the wise, and the “things that are not, to bring to 
naught the things that are,” it will be time enough 
to pick brains as primary to preaching the Gospel, 
Of course, of course, this does not decry grey. 
matter: it simply keeps stress where the Lord has 
placed it. The failures of the Church in times past, 
and the perils to the Church in time present, have 
been due far more to lack of character than toa 
shortage in smartness. Let the Church ponder that! 


It is the man who trembles because of the lion’s 
roar, and who speaks because Jehovah hath spoken, 
who qualifies for the sacred office—who says: I can- 
not speak, but speaks anyway; who cries: I am un- 
done, but says also: Send me. Let preachers preach 
on the call to the ministry; and let parents dedi- 
cate their sons to the Lord; but let God do the 
“calling.” It is written: “Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom.” And a very brainy, but even 
more godly, man said: “God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Not wise opinions, but great convictions; not “so 
and so says,” but “Thus saith the Lord”; not pro- 
fundity, but passion; not thinkers less, but believers 
more; not scout-hunted and quota-packed, but call- 
ed of God, and with character absolute—this be 
our program for candidates. Then shall Zion put on 
her strength! —R.F.G. 





Revive Thy Work 


It has been my privilege during the summer 
to hear speakers from many countries give a sul 
mary, or report, of religious conditions in the 
different sections of the world. The pictures that 
they painted were not pleasant to behold. In cer 
tain sections of Central and Eastern Europe Ie 
ligion has “gone with the wind.” There are spiritual 
and moral vacuums which brood ill for the Chris 
tian cause. America seems to be in the best cot 
dition spiritually of all of the nations of the 
earth, but even here there is much _ cynicism, 
selfishness, and despair. Truly the world presents 


a he and discouraging picture to the thoughtful 
mind. 


But before we become too discouraged we should 
remember that this is not the first time that there 
has been a dearth of religious faith and ferv0 


in the world. Habakkuk, one of the minor prophets 
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of Israel, lived in a day when religious zeal was 
at a low ebb. Israel had sinned, and God was 
sending the Chaldeans to punish her. After prayer 
and meditation in the watchtower, Habakkuk 
prayed a timely prayer which is found in the sec- 
ond verse of the third chapter of his prophecy: 
“Q Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, 
in the midst of the years make known, in wrath 
remember mercy.” 


It seems to me that such a prayer as this should 
be in every Christian’s heart today, and on every 
believer’s lips. Let us pray it sincerely, persistent- 
ly, humbly, and with hearts that are consecrated 
to such extent that they will be willing to help 
God answer the prayer. —C.G.McC. 





Guilty Silence 


It has recently been our lot to witness two 
tragic incidents. First; a young man lying dead 
with a gunshot wound in the head, a wound in- 
flicted by a drunken father who resented his son’s 
attempts to protect his mother from abuse. Second; 
a young woman frantic with remorse and fear 
because she had succumbed to the blandishments 
of “love” and surrendered her chastity as a re- 
sult. 


We Christians are all too silent, a silence of 
guilt while these tragedies go on all around us 
every day. 


Aleohol and degraded and exploited sex are 
ruining America today. These vices are eating at 
the moral fiber of our nation and becoming more 
blatant and vicious every day. © 


It is no excuse for Christians to shrug a shoul- 
der and say morals will be changed in time by 
education, when they vote to permit liquor stores in 
their community. Admitting the evils attending 
prohibition and the ever-present activities of the 
bootlegger, the Christian has no right to make legal 
a traffic which ruins men’s bodies and damns 
their souls. 


As we looked at that lad with blood and brains 
oozing from a gaping wound in his skull we thought 
of the tragic tears of that mother as she told us 
only a few months before of the hell which was 
her home. That victim of chronic alcoholism who 
has brought such sorrow and tragedy may some 
day stand before some who hold the name Chris- 
ian and point an accusing finger and say: “You 
voted for the liquor which sent me to death and 
damned by soul.” 


That young woman who finds herself in such 
heart-rending distress may be just like some of our 
sons and daughters who have succumbed to the 
lust paraded as love in novels and pictures which 


Me Christians have condoned and are condoning 
oday. 


Several years ago we wrote an editoral: “A 
lea For Puritanism.” If Christian people do not 
take a stand against these evils which are ruining 
the lives of so many young people, and older ones 
too, who else will take such a stand. 


We wrote another editorial entitled, “Blowing 
Out Matches At a Three Alarm Fire” in which we 
sought to show that too much time is being spent 
on economic, racial and other issues and too little 


on those things pertaining to personal life and 
habits, 





Christians should protest vehemently the attrac- 
tive advertisements of liquor, advertisements which 
lie. Instead of “men of distinction” remember 
the wrecks of human lives which alcohol continues 
to make. Reject the licentious novel and picture 
like the plague. Even then, the plague might de- 
stroy the body but impurity destroys the soul. 


It is our conviction that there needs to be an 
urgent note of warning to Christian young people 
which is only too often lacking today. Young peo- 
ple’s conferences will be wise to include a plea 
for puritanical standards now laughed at, but 
without which tragedy strikes again and again. 


Under the guise of scientific research, reports 
on sex are becoming popular reading. Actually we 
are given records of exhibitionism, disgusting in 
the extreme. The September “Readers Digest” 
has a symposium beginning on Page 129. The first 
four writers in this symposium have expressed our 
judgment of this type of “scientific research” per- 
fectly. We hope you read them. 


Finally; Christians find moral standards clearly 
portrayed in the Bible. We may live in the atomic 
age but these moral standards are still valid. The 
Devil is doing a good job destroying bodies and 
souls but we know One who is more powerful. Let 
us, in His name reaffirm the Christian’s ideal— 
a life which is sober and pure, an example for 
others to see and follow. —L. 


-B. 


—_——_.@——___ 


Perfect Peace 


If perfect patience is waiting for God, then 
perfect peace may be called, “Resting in God.” 


Perfect peace is not peace in a tranquil world, 
but peace in a troubled world: it is not the picture 
of a calm, sunshiny day, with never a leaf moved 
by the wind, or a cloud in the sky, but rather that 
of a stormy day with the limbs of the trees sway- 
ing in the gale, and a mother bird quietly sitting 
upon her nest, untroubled by the threatening 
storm. 


For we do not live in an untroubled world, but 
one that is torn by the tempests which sweep 
over it. 


We all hope and pray for the time of perfect 
peace which we know is coming to our earth: 
the time when the Prince of Peace will reign and 
rule. This will be a glorious time: peace between 
the nations of the world which like wild beasts are 
snapping and snarling at one another; peace be- 
tween the races of men when all prejudice and 
jealousy and hatred are gone; peace between the 
different classes of people; peace in the home. 


But meanwhile, as we wait patiently for this 
promised age, can we have perfect peace in our 
hearts? The promise is very plain and clear: “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on thee, because he trusteth in Thee.” Think what 
a blessed promise! 


Peace “in this dark world of sin,” and with sin 
in our hearts and lives. “The blood of Jesus 
whispers peace within.’”’ Peace in the midst of 
trouble, sorrow, pain; peace when our loved ones 
are separated from us by distance or by death; 
peace when we know not what a day may bring 
forth; when our problems, and duties press upon 
us; when death itself comes knocking at our door. 
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Is not this something worthwhile, something to 
covet, if we are to “covet earnestly the best gifts?” 


We cannot have this sort of peace if our minds 
are stayed on this world, or the men of this 
world, or the plans of this world, however good 
they may seem to be. No! Our minds must be 
stayed on God. “The Lord is my stay.” The braces 
which form the foundation for peace are “Inside 
Braces,” and the Lord furnishes them all. 


“Rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and 
He shall bring it to pass’’: so patience and peace 
are close akin. 


Resting in the Lord means bringing our bur- 
dens to Him, and then, leaving them there; rolling 
them upon Him and not picking them up and 
placing them again upon our own shoulders. 


“My peace I give unto you.” This is the legacy 
of our Lord. He did not have anything of this 
world’s goods to bequeath to His disciples, but He 
gave them this, which is infinitely better. Have 
you and I accepted our share of His wonderful 
legacy? If not, why not? Do we not believe His 
blessed promise? —J.K.P. 


— ~~ _ 


The Smoking Flax 


Isaiah was inspired to write of the coming One, 
describing many of His wonderful names and at- 
tributes. Speaking of His gentleness he wrote: “A 
bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking 
flax shall He not quench.” 


The patience and gentleness of our Lord have 
come down through the centuries like a sweet 
fragrance. And yet, we Christians only too often 
woefully fail to follow His example. 


Impatience can wound deeply. Those recently 
won to the Lord naturally lack the maturity of 
older Christians. They need our sympathy and 
patience and loving guidance and this in turn will 
lead them to deeper spiritual experiences. 


We have no brief for those who propagate un- 
belief and error, but we also believe there are 
many true believers who are the victims of un- 
fortunate background or teaching and need to.see 
for themselves the transforming power of Christ 
in the lives of those who may feel they have a 
clearer grasp of doctrine and spiritual truth. 


Paul recognized this when he wrote to his 
spiritual son, Timothy, “And the servant of the 
Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient. In meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure 


will give them repentance to the acknowledgement 
of the truth.” 


A better way has never been found.—L.N.B. 


—<@——_—_— 


For Those Who Are 
Confused 


The theological controversies of our time can 
well confuse and perplex the immature Christian, 
as well as young people just taking up their 
studies in Christian institutions. This is all the 
more true because some liberal teachers and 
institutions ridicule those who affirm a faith in 
historical Christian heliefs and deliberately keep 


——. 





those under their influence from hearing the other 
side. 





We have recently been shocked by the extent 
to which this has gone in some quarters, even to 
the denying of recommendation to Presbyteries of 
graduates who dared to express sympathy with 
conservative positions and leaderships. Professing 
to be liberal and tolerant the very opposite atti. 
tude has been shown to those dissenting from that 
viewpoint. 












Students are too often led to believe that “schol. 
arship” resides solely in liberalism. We would 
like to recommend to every student of the Bible 
who may wish scholarly backing for a child-like 
faith, the reading of Prof. Robert Dick Wilson’s, 
“A Scientific Investigation of The Old Testa- 
ment.” The studies found in this book originally 
appeared in the “Princeton Theological Review” 
for 1919 and were later revised, new material add- 
ed, and published in book form. 











Dr. Wilson was certainly one of the greatest 
linguists and scholars of any generation and his 
brilliance of mind, coupled with his fearlesness and 
earnestness of spirit did much to strengthen the 
faith of men of his day. 










We have chosen the following gem from Part II, 
The Evidence: Text, No. III, Pages 97-98, “The 
Ad Hominem Argument.” He writes as follows: 
“But the strongest argument against the critics 
from the textual point of view is the childlike 
simplicity with which they appeal to that part of 
the text which happens to suit their particular 
theory of Old Testament history, literature or re- 
ligion. After having, in order to prove this theory, 
cast out, without one item of evidence to support 
them, hundreds of words from the prima facie 
text of the documents, they proceed to point and 
interpret what remains with as much assurance 
as if they had really proven beyond all controversy 
that what they had arbitrarily cast out as false 
and with as much presumption as if they had 
actually proved that what they have retained 
is true. What would a court do with a plaintiff 
that desired to have a document admitted as evi- 
dence in support of his side of the case after the 
same plaintiff had charged that the document 
was neither genuine, authentic, nor historical, and 
after the document had been amended to suit the 
contention of the plaintiff? Would the court not 
demand at least that the plaintiff should prove be- 
yond all controversy that the parts of the docu- 
ments that the plaintiff desired to introduce as 
evidence were reliable, as claimed? And since in 
almost every instance of such claim the critics 
are unable to produce any proof—simply because 
no proof exists,—is it not obvious that they must 
be debarred from introducing as evidence the 
parts that support their side, as long at least as 
they insist on denying the evidence of the parts 
that support the defense? In short, no argument 
can be made against that part of the text of 
the Old Testament which upholds the prima facie 
evidence of the documents, which will not over- 
throw in a much greater degree the text that the 
critics attempt to establish.” 































































































































Dr. Wilson confounded the critics of his day 
by meeting them on their own ground, showing 
their destructive interpretations unable to stand 
the tests of the scholarship they professed but im 
which he excelled. 









For those who are confused, this is good reading. 
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Unpopular Preaching 


From time immemorial it has been customary for 


» men to criticise sermons. That might be a good 


thing, for it gives me the opportunity to tell you 
about a criticism I heard by a city “Church School” 
Superintendent at one of our summer conferences 


) last July. He said, or I understand him to say, that 

' “preachers who preach against sin in a way to 

| break people’s hearts, commit a greater sin by such 

) preaching than the ones actually committing the 
sins.” 


I hope that this particular Superintendent is the 


only one in the world who thinks like this, and that 


he will soon learn better. A man in his official po- 
sition has a very great responsibility. And I, as a 


' minister of the Gospel, have a tremendous respon- 
: sibility; therefore, 1 shall attempt to correct his 
> statement. 


When Nathan said to David, ‘Thou art the man,” 


' did he commit a sin by telling David about his sin 


and breaking his (David’s) heart? Of course not; 
Nathan did just what God told him to do. When 


» Peter broke the hearts of three thousand people 


after Pentecost (they were pricked in their hearts) 
did he commit a sin? Certainly not; he did what 
God prepared him for at Pentecost and commanded 
him to do. 


What a pity it is that men who profess to be 
Christians, and leaders at that, try to take over the 
work of the Triune God by telling God’s anointed 
what to do. One had far better see precisely what 
the Scriptures have to say before they criticise. In 


_ other words, qualify yourselves what to say before 
' you say it. 


It would be sad indeed if the reading and the 


| preaching of the Bible left men and women heart- 


broken and without a remedy. Thank God that is 
not true. Jesus will not only heal the broken heart, 
but He will give a new heart that cannot be broken 
to any lost sinner who sincerely and truly repents, 


| and will have faith in the pardoning grace of the 


Lord Jesus Christ. —T. P. Horger, Jr. 


——_@———— 


No Substitute For The Word 
By Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 


Jackson, Miss. 


The Church has nothing worth preaching and 
teaching except the Word of God. Take that away 
and she has no mission. There are many things 
worth lecturing about, holding classes upon, writing 
on, and debating about; but preaching and teach- 
Ing are not lecturing and debating. Unless the 
Church gives forth the Word in its simplicity and 
purity through its preaching and teaching force, 
there is no reason for these high offices to exist as 
distinct from the lecturer who seeks the improve- 
ment of the moral, social and financial condition of 
the people. Man has far deeper needs than these, 
Which cannot be met except by the Word of God. 


In insisting on the supremacy of the Bible in the 
hureh, it is not to be inferred that it is to be 
treated as a charm or talisman, the mere presence 
of which insures the desired results. Far from that. 
The Word of God is “living and operative,” as the 
apostle declares, but only as it is read and ex- 
bounded under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
The Bible is not a cryptic book, filled with esoteric 





materials for the purpose of confounding and con- 
fusing the reader, but it has been given to reveal 
God and His plan of redemption. It needs only the 
opportunity to speak for itself, and it is the one 
business of the Church to provide that opportunity. 


One of the most subtle temptations besetting the 
preacher and teacher is to devote his time and 
energy lecturing about the Bible instead of preach- 
ing and teaching it. It is not so difficult to talk elo- 
quently about “the beautiful things” to be found 
in the Bible, as it is to toil over its pages #0 be 
able “to rightly divide the word of truth,” that 
each may receive his portion in due season. There 
are not many who really want to hear the truth 
they most need, for what they need may be an 
earnest rebuke for their sin, or a faithful reminder 
of neglected duty. A lively discussion of economic 
or social affairs is far more pleasant to the ear and 
conscience. All of which make it so easy for the 
preacher and teacher to forget that he or she has 
been “set for the defense of the gospel,” and seek 
to become instead “as a very lovely song of one 
that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument.” Having in view such a situation, the 
Spirit, through Paul, warns against any such com- 
promise, and admonishes all who handle the Word 
of truth to do so in all honesty and sincerity. 


When the Church ceases to offer a stone for 
bread and gives herself fully and faithfully to the 
preaching and teaching of the unadulterated Word 
of God, she will again have that authority and 
power which so many say she has lost. It cannot be 
emphasized too strongly that there is no substitute 
for the faithful, Spirit-directed preaching and 
teaching of the divinely inspired Word. To meet 
the need of the hour nothing less will suffice, and 
nothing more is needed. Its effectiveness is guar- 
teed by God Himself in the familiar but little re- 
lied upon promise: “‘So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent 
it.” 


a 


Southern Presbyterians 
Present At World 
Council 


The Southern Presbyterians appointed by our 
General Assembly are all present at the First As- 
sembly of the World Council. Our delegates or 
principals are here: Dr. Homer MacMillan, Dr. J. 
R. Cunningham, and Mrs. Harrington; the altern- 
ates are Dr. J. M. Richards, Dr. P. D. Miller and 
Dr. W. C. Robinson; accredited visitors are Dr. 
W. Gardner, Dr. Albert Kissling, Dr. John Thomas. 
Then one sees Dr. Ed. Ramage, Dr. McCord of 
Austin, Mr. Hoover, Dr. Marshall Dendy, Rev. Wm. 
Muleay, Dr. Guthrie of Texas and others. 


The last few days the Assembly has been broken 
up into working commissions and committees. At 
the Press Conference on Saturday Aug. 28th, 
Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr described his own com- 
mission on man’s disorder in the economic sphere 
as being “left of center”. Someone suggested “left 
of center in American thought,” but Niebuhr in- 
sisted that his words stand without qualification. 
He said that there were rightists, however, in his 
group including Mr. Charles Taft, a Republican. 
This leaves some of us wondering whether we 
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will have an economic report “left of center,’’ or 
whether the urgent warning delivered at the be- 
ginning of the Assembly to pledge everything 
by God’s Word will restrain human deliverances. 
Will the World Council speak God’s Word or man’s? 
Phillip Maury called on the Assembly to recog- 
nize that the Church was not called to solve eco- 
nomic, political or international questions but to 
proclaim our Lord Jesus Crucified and Risen. 
Christ alone is the strength of the church. 


The preliminary work on the Church and the 
Jew is missionary or evangelistic in pleasing con- 
trast to what is often set forth in the American 
Interfaith meetings. 


In the Alternates Commission on the Church’s 
message it was suggested that this follow or adopt 
the message of the Madras or Tambaram Mis- 
sionary Congress. Your correspondent pled for 
a stronger statement concerning our Lord Jesus 
Christ. When the Tambaram Report was made Di- 
rector Hartsenstein of the Basel mission led a 
group of Continental Theologians in making a 
clearer statement on the Second Coming of Christ. 
There is clearly more emphasis on Christ in His 
living, reigning presence at God’s Right Hand, as 
well as in His Return and in His work for us 
on earth than was true at the time of the Madras 
Conference. If the Tambaram Report be used it 
ought to be supplemented with strong statements 
on the redemptive work of Christ. Here are some 
of the great gospel affirmations found in the 
Dutch Liturgy we used at the Lord’s Supper this 
morning. 


The true examination of ourselves consists of 
these three parts: 


First. That everyone consider by himself his 
sins and the curse due to him for them, to the 
end that he may abhor and humble himself be- 
fore God; considering that the wrath of God against 
sin is so great, that, rather than it should go un- 
punished, He hath punished the same in beloved 
Son Jesus Christ, with the bitter and shameful 
death of the cross. 


Second. That every one examine his own heart, 
whether he doth believe this faithful promise of 
God, that all his sins are forgiven him only for 
the sake of the passion and death of Jesus Christ; 
and that the perfect righteousness of Christ is 
imputed and freely given him as his own, yea, so 
perfectly as if he had satisfied in his own person 
for all his sins, and fulfilled all righteousness. 


Third. That we be confidently persuaded in our 
hearts, that our Lord Jesus Christ, according to 
the promises made to our forefathers in the Old 
Testament, was sent of the Father into the world: 
that He assumed our flesh and blood: that He bore 
for us the wrath of God, under which we should 
have perished everlastingly, from the beginning 
of His incarnation to the end of His life upon 
earth: that He fulfilled for us all obedience to the 
divine law, and righteousness, especially when 
the weight of our sins and the wrath of God 
pressed out of Him the bloody sweat in the gar- 
den, where He was bound that we might be freed 
from our sins: that He afterward suffered in- 
numerable reproaches, that we might never be 
confounded; that He, although innocent, was 
condemned to death, that we might be acquitted 
at the judgment seat of God: yea, that He suf- 
fered His blessed body to be nailed on the cross, 
that He might affix thereon the handwriting of 












— 





our sins: that He also took upon Himself th 
curse due to us, that He might fill us with fj; 
blessings: that He humbled Himself unto th 
deepest reproach and pains of hell, both in body 
and soul, on the tree of the cross, when He erie 
out with a loud voice, “My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?” that we might be ap. 
cepted of God, and never be forsaken of Hin: 
and finally that He confirmed, with His death anj 
shedding of His blood, the new and eternal tests. 
ment, that covenant of grace and reconciliation, 
when He said, “It is finished.” 














To-night the meeting is on Christian Recop. 
structions and Inter Church Aid with Dr. J, 4. 
Cockburn of Scotland presiding and Rev. Elfan 
Rees speaking on the problem of Refugees and 
Displaced Persons. 









The City of Amsterdam has been most hospitable. 
On Tuesday evening the council people were given 
a ride thru the many canals of the City in boats, 
Everything was lit up for the occasion. Then there 
was a Reception in the Art Museum given by the 
state and another Friday evening by the Bur. 
gomaster in the Queen’s Palace. Queen Wilhelmina 
is abdicating after fifty years of reign in favor 
of her daughter Juliana and the city is putting on 
a great display for the gala occasion. 

—Wnm. C. R. 






















First Assembly Of The World 
Council Of Churches 


The Assembly met on Sunday August 22nd and 
continued through Saturday, September 4th. In 
a world that is adrift from its moorings, where 
tension between East and West is rising many of 
the Churches of the World are met in Assembly to 
see if some word of common Christian testimony 
may be offered to guide men. 


Since our Presbyterian Church, U.S., has ac- 
cepted the World Council’s invitation to all 
churches which accept Christ as God and Saviour 
and has sent representatives to this Assembly, it 
seems proper to ask the Church to accompany the 
representatives with her prayers. It may be that 
in answer to the urgent petitions that are rising 
God may send out something of His light and truth 
for the guidance of the nations. 


This request for prayer does not mean that we 
have no apprehensions for this Assembly. Indeed, 
it implies that we have. It does mean we confess 
that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth and that 
He rules and overrules in the affairs of men. At 
Geneva, Dr. John R. Mackay indicated some ap 
prehension as he stated that this Assembly might 
be epochal or it might be mere pantomime. He 
insisted that the World Council was to be a cour 
cil of autonomous churches, that it was to be 
united in a common loyalty to the Godhead o 
Jesus Christ, and that it was not to Romaniz 
Protestantism. 





























Here at Amsterdam one distinguishes two clearly 
divergent views on Church unity. The so-calle 
Catholic Churches as represented by Prof. 
Florovsky of the Greek Orthodox and Prof. T. C 
Chao of the Anglo-Catholic Churches speak “ 
the divided, polarised condition of the Church “ 
the need to bring about unity by organization® 
mergers. On the other hand the Protestants here, 
e.g. Professor R. Prenter, of Denmark, are clea 
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that our unity and our holiness are in Christ 
Jesus and are accepted by us now as matters of 
faith. For the “catholic” mind we must become 
one by organizational unification; for the Protes- 
tant we believe that we are already one in Jesus 
Christ. 


On the international front there was a sharp 
clash yesterday (24th) between the West repre- 
sented by John Foster Dulles and the East by Pro- 
fessor Joseph Hromadka. Dulles showed how the 
American system of free enterprise and democracy 
was based on a sense of moral law and the rights 
of the individual, and that Russian communism 
was based on coercion and violence. He opposed 
both capitulating to Russia and making war against 
her. He asked those who have Faith to exert more 
vigor in putting their faith into works of love 
and trust God to enlarge their field of action. 
Hromadka both began and closed with magnificent 
presentations of Christ and His Gospel. In be- 
tween he presented the Eastern critique of the 
West. From the opening and closing sections we 
quote: “The Church of Christ is, and carries on 
her mission, precisely where her Lord is present: 
in the deepest depth of human corruption and 
helplessness. She has no illusions about man, hu- 
manity, or the world. She is a fellowship of justi- 
fied and reconciled sinners living under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit . . . not at home in any 
historical situation—not paralysed by any his- 
torical catastrophe . . . she must work for a new 
society which will reflect more genuinely the in- 
visible glory and majesty of the Crucified and 
Risen One. There is no real freedom, no real 
justice without a total submission to Him Who 
has come to give us life and give it more abun- 
dantly. In Him may the West and the East under- 
stand one another better in the spirit of humanity 
and repentance.” 


The strongest note of apprehension concerning 
the dangers facing the World Council was sounded 
in a dynamic address delivered by Karl Barth to 
The Assembly on Monday. Barth held up the 
preparatory work to stern scrutiny “in the testing 
fire of God’s Word.” He objected to the phrasing 
“The world’s disorder and God’s design” as an 
improper inversion of subject. One starts with 
God not with man. And God’s Design means His 
Kingdom, our Lord Jesus Christ. Barth fears 
such phrases as the Church “the continuation of 
the incarnation.”” We must ever distinguish be- 
tween Christ on high and our Christian ecclesi- 
astical life. “We ought to give up every thought 
that the core of the Church, the core of the World, 
is our core—that we Christian men and church- 
men must accomplish what only God Himself can 
bring to pass.” “We may be God’s witnesses, but 
He has not called us to be His lawyers, engineers, 
managers, or administrative directors.” One was 
reminded here of Thornwell’s doctrine that the 
Church is God’s servant not His confidential ad- 
viser. And yet if one may offer a criticism of the 
Strongest paper so far presented: a servant im- 
Plies one who understands his Master’s will some- 
What more clearly than Barth’s use of the term 
Witness does. We are Christ’s witnesses. We are 
also His servants, and He has even called us friends 
because He has made known unto us all things 
that the Father has given Him for us. We hope 
that the great main drive of Barth’s message will 
cast the Assembly upon God in confession and 
penitence, and help save it from seeking to build 
of itself a Tower of Babel. His call was: “away 
from every ecclesiasticism towards Jesus Christ.” 


“The Church lives only from Him Who is fully 


present to it, but as its Lord is also entirely above 
it. 


Bishop Stephen Neill, formerly of India now 


secretary to the Archbishop of Canterbury, de- 


livered the most popular address, a ringing call for 
evangelism. He compared the world of today with 
Ishmael dying of thirst in the desert and the Church 
with Hagar standing helplessly by. Ishmael still 
had the splendour of youth as the world has the 
splendour of manhood—but this is of no avail 
for the slacking of its thirst. Then the angel of 
the Lord came with the message to Hagar of the 


— of life—giving water for the dying Ish- 
mael. 


Among the articles prepared for the Council’s 
study there is a great evangelical statement by 
Bishop Lestri Newbigin of India: “The Church 
exists by missions as fire exists by burning.” “The 
Gospel is not primarily the answer to men’s needs 
but first the message of God’s saving acts.” “The 
message to men that their Creator has come to them 
in judgment and mercy, to lay hold of them and 
make them His in the perfect fellowship of His 
eternal joy.”’ There are no created persons to whom 
the Gospel message is not relevant. “It is in Christ 
alone that God has provided the mercy seat where 
man’s total rebellion is judged and pardoned.” “It 
is when the Gospel is heard and believed, when 
the redemption accomplished on our behalf on 
Calvary is the sole ground of our confidence, that 
the love of God becomes the law of our being.” 
One regrets to add that this young Scottish Bishop 
reported that his article had come in for sharp 
American criticism. One could wish that his fine 
paper had been sent to Americans more en rapport 
with the Gospel. 


Hans Asmussen of Germany has a fine conserva- 
tive article maintaining the miracles of the Bible 
and chiding those who reject them with the logical 
necessity of likewise rejecting the justification of 
sinners and their regeneration. Evidently he 
believes in the Lord God Almighty and in the flash 
of His will who can. With God nothing is im- 
possible! —Wwm. C. R. 


—_—__—_——_ 


The Universal Church 


In God’s Design 
(Edited By Bishop Gustat Aulen) 


Zermatt, Switzerland, 
August 4, 1948. 

This is volume one of the studies prepared for 
the World Council of Churches meeting in Ams- 
terdam. It marks a new recognition of the sig- 
nificance of the Church in its relation to Christ. 
“The Church forms a fundamental feature of the 
Gospel.” 


Aulen carefully shows the unbroken continuity 
between Jesus and the Apostolic Church. “Faith 
in Christ and the fellowship of the Church belong 
together.” “No Messiah could exist without a 
church belonging to Him.” “Communion with 
Christ is communion in and through the Church.” 
“Here He meets with us and works with us.” As 
the Head He is the Life, the Lord, and the living 
hope of the Church. 


The Christian lives in two ages. In Adam he is 
a sinner, but in Christ (in the Reign of Grace) 
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he is redeemed and justified. Our unity is in Christ 
and He acts by the Holy Spirit through His Word 
and His sacraments. “‘All depends upon the action 
of Christ Himself,” so that “‘the true basis of unity 
is not a subjective but an objective one: Christ 
acting through the Word and the Sacraments. 


Slink testifies that the weaker the Church be- 
came under the Nazis, the stronger grew its cer- 
tainty of the Lordship of Christ. “Its most impor- 
tant duty to the world consists in allowing itself 
to be remade by the Word of God.” Richard Nie- 
buhr adds, “Our sure hope of salvation lies in not 
giving new orders to ourselves or to one another, 
but in the ordering which proceeds from Him who 
rules us and calls us to ever new responses of free 
obedience.”’ Archbishop Gregg writes: “Its business 
is not to declare new truth but faithfully to 
hand on the deposit which has been accepted al- 
ways, everywhere and by all.” 


Secretary Visser t?Hoold agrees with William 
Temple that the one holy Catholic Church is the 
fellowship of those who worship God in Jesus 
Christ. The basis of the World Council—Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour—means that “we ac- 
knowledge Him a divine Lord in a radical biblical 
sense.” The World Council has no legislative au- 
thority and recognizes only Christ as the King. 


In so wide a circle of writers there are, of 
course, statements with which one does not agree. 
One regrets Dr. Caverts’ suggestion that the au- 
thority may be increased. One differs with Pro- 
fessor Craig’s assertion that Jesus’ disciples “had 
no separate cult acts during His life time.” They 
had the Lord’s Prayer, the Lord’s Supper, a com- 
mon hymn or psalm, and a separate exposition 
of the parables. 


All in all this representative volume is an en- 
couragement to every lover of Zion.—Wm. C. R. 


——_@——_—_- 


Graebner Reports Turn 
To Faith In Germany 


Clarens-Montreaux, August 10, 1948 ... The 
highlight of the Conference of Evangelicals called 
here at St. George’s School by the N. A. E. was a 
report on the theological situation in Germany 
made by Professor Theodore Graebner of St. Louis, 
Missouri. Graebner is thoroughly opposed to mod- 
ernism and recognizes that it reigned in the Ger- 
man universities fifty to twenty years ago. He 
blames on this unbelief the poor attendance in the 
churches and the secularism of much current preach- 
ing. But somewhat in the line of Sorokin, Graeb- 
ner sees the cycle of civilization rising again toward 
the spiritual—that is, lifted by the hand of God. 


A group of conservative American Lutherans 
met three groups of German scholars, pastors, 
and bishops for nine days with each group. There 
were a hundred representative German Protestant 
leaders in each group. Papers were presented by 
both American and German scholars. The Ameri- 
cans decided that the German scholars were still 
at the head of Protestant scholarship. But more 
particularly they were delighted to find that these 
German leaders wanted to discuss Christian doc- 
trine on the basis of the old Augsburg Confession 
(a document that was regarded as a mere museum 
piece twenty or thirty years ago). 


The Americans also found their German “oppo- 


site numbers” versed in the doctrines of the faith 
and rock-ribbed in their conviction that everything 
depended on Holy Scripture. On the whole the 
American papers were more practical, while the 
German ones showed more scholarship, more ac. 
quaintance with history and philosophy. There was 
not perfect unity. Differences of emphasis and 
of definition were evident. But there was hearty 
agreement on the great doctrines, such as: Justi- 
fication by Faith, The Deity of Christ, the Work 
of the Holy Spirit, and that the true source of 
doctrine is only the Holy Scripture. 


The N. A. E. chose a beautiful place for their 
European Conference overlooking Lac Lemon with 
its blue and mother-of-pearl waters—facing the 
French Alps across the Lake. One finds a warm 
appreciation on the part of European representa- 
tives of the fine Christian fellowship and prac- 
tical help given evangelicals in Western Europe 
by this great American organization. The mori- 
bund Protestant State Church of Belgium is re- 
ported awakening partly from the work of the 
Nortons. The Dutch Chairman of this Conference, 
Dr. A. H. Oussoren, gave a most encouraging ac- 
count of how the Churches in the Dutch Indies 
are turning from Modernism to Biblical Christi- 
anity. From Italy come records of over a hun- 
dred priests turning to the Evangelical faith. 
Pasteur Ray W. Teeuwissen has been loaned to 
the French and Belgium Protestants to promote 
evangelism by the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


We found Basel and Berne most interesting 
cities. The Great Munster in Basel was filled 
to overflow in celebration of their Swiss National 
Birthday. In Berne one sees the ancient gate and 
the modern state building. There the stores ex- 
tend over the sidewalks with arches to allow the 
pedestrians to walk under—this makes for pro- 
tection from the heat in summer as well as from 
rain and snow. We rode up to Zermatt and 
Gornergratt in the Swiss Alps. At the last named 
place we found ourselves looking down upon the 
mighty glaciers that come from Monte Rosa, 
Lyskamm, Castor, Pollux, and the Matterhorn. 
Yesterday Mrs. Robinson and Bill climbed a height 
above Montreux where they saw the Jungfrau 
and the Monk—peaks of the central Swiss Alps. 
We plan to go to the Pan Presbyterian Alliance 
in Geneva tomorrow, across the Lake. 


—wWilliam C. Robinson. 


——— 


Pan-Presbyterianism 
Turns To Christ 


The Pan-Presbyterian Alliance met in Calvin's 
city of Geneva, August 10-17th. Your correspon 
dent was privileged to attend the first part of this 
meeting as a visitor. 


The most significant matter brought home t 
the reporter was the turning of the Church to 
Christ as her risen Lord, her living Saviour, het 
sure Guide and her only Head. This note was out 
standing in the presidential address of Dr. Georg? 
H. Donald and in the inspiring message of Presi 
dent John Mackay. As the systems of order, of 
government, of economics, and of ethics crumble, f 
Jesus Christ rises as the only hope of men. Dr. 
Donald prayed that: “above all the presence at 
the guidance of the Christ may be revealed so tha! 
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through all our sessions we may be conscious of 
His Presence.” “The main cause of the torment 
of our time is separation from Him who was a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and only 
a new loyalty to Him will restore our sense of di- 
rection.” “The way out of our frustration is a 
definite consecration to the Divine Saviour and 
Guide of mankind.” “Distrust remains unless we 
make room for the Christ who was born for our 
salvation.” 

President Mackay declared that the Assembly of 
the World Council could be an epochal event or 
a mere pantomime depending on whether or not it 
put itself under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
He insisted that it glory in a common loyalty to 
the Godhead of Jesus Christ. At the conclusion of 
this moving message Mackay called for a vertebrate 
Christo-centric Theology and “the affirmation of 
Jesus Christ as the regnant sovereign, the sole 
Head of the Church, as the antidote of any trend 
to Romanize Protestantism.” 


Dr. Hromadka of Prague insisted on the tre- 
mendous relevance of the Bible. “Even anti- 
Christians stand in awe before the Bible however 
much they may try to conceal it. I cannot argue 
with a Communist on a philosophical basis. He 
is devoted to dialectical materialism and impervious 
to any alternative view. But when I stand on 
the basis of the Bible, that is a ground beyond 
any philosophical system and before it they are 
helpless.” (Another Prague professor told me that 
the Church of Czech Brethren (Hussite, Presby- 
terlan) is growing at the rate of 400,000 a year— 
by accession from the world and from Rome.) 
“The Church is revelant when she has a message 
for her people of unqualified loyalty to her Lord.” 


Professor Obendieck of the Confessional Church 
Seminary at Wuppertal-Barmen preached in St. 
Gervais on the second evening of the Conference. 
The school has well over 600 applicants, men 
anxious to train for the Gospel ministry in Eastern 
Germany. Preaching on II Cor. 4:7-15, Oben- 
dieck said that things are somewhat easier in 
Germany today than recently and some of our peo- 
ple talk of a great heroic Church. But God breaks 
these dreams of gold and silver and insists that 
we hold the treasure of the Holy Gospel in earthen 
vessels. The World Council will become a great 
failure if it seeks to be a gigantic human struc- 
ture. God will crush the gold and silver in the 
crucible of His Providence. But He can use an 


— that is humble enough to be His earthen 
vessel, 


It would not be accurate to leave the impression 
that there were no differences or tensions in this 
august gathering. Your correspondent asked one 
of our official representatives to seek a somewhat 
clearer recognition of the degree of freedom and 
justice existing under the American system com- 
pared with that under Russian communism. As a 
historian, the writer differs with the account which 
Doctor J. H. Cochburn of Scotland gives of the 
origin of Presbyterian polity in his able address. 
Many Presbyterians today may hold Presbyterian- 
ism merely because they think it best fits their 
needs; but Calvin, Melville, G. Gillespie, Cart- 
Wright, and Thornwell held it because they re- 
garded it as the polity taught in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. We do, however, agree with Dr. Cochburn 
that the system of government is not of the esse 
but only of the bene esse of the Church; and 
With Dr. Mackay that no system of Church order 
can be elevated into an article essential to the 
existence of the Church. We invite to sit with us 


at the table of the Lord all who are His what- 
ever be their Church polity. 
Wm. C. Robinson, 
Geneva, August 13, 1948. 
—___—- 


London, August 15, 1948. 
The magnificent red pulpit Bible from which 
the Scriptures lessons were read today bears this 
interesting inscription: 
Presented to 
Westminster Chapel 


by 
Dr. Harris E. Kirk, Minister 


and 
The Congregation of the Franklin Street 
Presbyterian Church of Baltimore 
Maryland, U. S. A. 
We thank God upon every remembrance of you, 
For your fellowship in the Gospel from the first 
day unto now. 
God bless you and strengthen you 
And forever give you courage. 

This was given to replace a former Bible injured 
by a fire bomb. The closing sentiment is the 
benediction regularly used by Dr. Kirk—peculiarly 
helpful for the trying years through which the 
people have passed. Dr. Kirk is greatly loved for 
his summer ministries in London. 

The communion table and chair used at the eve- 
ning worship were placed in memory of Dr. 
James Henry Jowett—the pastor who was called 
back to London from the Fifth Avenue Church of 
New York to strengthen the British morale during 
the first World War. —Wm. C. R. 


———.@———— 


John Written Not Later 
Than About 100 A.D. 


It used to be customary to date John late in the 
second or into the third century. When I studied 
at Harvard, Professor K. Lake put the Fourth 
Gospel about 180 A.D. That suited better his 
theory that Jesus was a mere religious genius 
gradually deified by his followers, Landmarks In 
Early Christian History. Today the British Museum 
offers concrete evidence that the Gospel of John 
cannot be dated later than about 100 A.D. The 
Ryland Fragment of John’s Gospel has on palaeo- 
graphical grounds, been dated not later than the 
first half of the second century. (Professor O. Cull- 
mann dates it late in the first century.) But if 
John was present in copy late in the first or the 
second century it must have been written in its 
original form not later than the year 100. Then 
there is an unknown gospel, called the Egerton 
Gospel, which, on palaeographical grounds, has been 
dated also in the first half of the second century. 
This recently discovered document has affinities 
both with the Synoptic Gospels and with John’s 
Gospel, particularly the latter. The concensus of 
scholarship regards it as drawing from the four 
Gospels. But if John could be drawn on early in 
the second century it must have been written not 
later than about 100. Professor Albright of Hop- 
kins is convinced that the Beloved Disciple wrote 
the Fourth Gospel. —Wm. C. R 

a 


WHY CHRIST CAME 


“The Lord Jesus, then, came into the world not 
primarily to say something, not even to be some- 
thing, but to do something; He came not merely 
to lead men through His example out into a 
‘larger life,’ but to give life, through His death 
and resurrection, to those who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins.” —J. Gresham Machen. 
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Prof. Pierre Maury Witnesses 
To Jesus Christ 


French Minister Takes On Stature 


The other day when I heard Reverend Pierre 
Maury, Professor of Christian Dogmatics in the 
Sorbonne (Paris) at the Pan Presbyterian Alliance, 
his name had a strange familiarity—but not his 
figure. In talking with the Professor later he ad- 
mitted that he was the slim French student who 
stirred us so deeply at the Students Volunteer 
Convention in Des Moines, 1919-1920. Then he 
called us to take up the torch that had fallen from 
the dead hands of France’s student volunteers. 
Twenty-eight years have added weight to his figure 
and weight to his words. In his loyalty to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Professor Maury is a worthy suc- 
cessor to the lamented Professor Auguste Lecerf, 
and the living evidence that French Protestantism 
is being called to hear and confess her only Lord 
and Saviour. 


Speaking of The Historic Confession and the 
Present Witness of the Church, Maury said: In the 
sixteenth century the Reformed Churches felt 
themselves obliged to confess Jesus Christ, first 
because they believed in Him, further because they 
were accused of perverting the Christian faith, and 
finally because they wanted to call other men to 
the joy of their own salvation. 


The confessors, however, are affirming what 
they are sure is but the response required of them 
by a previous act of God in their behalf. “The 
Christian faith affirms that God, from eternity, 
has ‘confessed’ the men whom He calls to be His 
adopted children when He gives to them His Son 
Jesus Christ come in the flesh. The sole content 
of the Christian faith is the human response cor- 
responding to this foreign (Divine) initiative, in 
which the believer knows that his human act of con- 
fession is not only preceded by the Divine act 
of election and vocation, but is itself a part of this 
act; for the faith of the believer in election, as 
well as the election itself, is the work of the free 
grace of God. ‘No one can say: Jesus Christ is Lord, 
except by the Holy Spirit.’ ” 


“The object of this faith” is only Jesus Christ 
as Lord: Jesus Christ the eternal Word of God, 
through whom are all things and through whom 
we exist, Jesus Christ come in the flesh, dead 
and risen for us, Jesus Christ Who shall return 
in glory from the heavens to judge the world and 
to give us the inheritance which has been prepared 
for us. This presence of Jesus Christ to the world, 
this eternal historical event is the complete con- 
tent of the Christian faith and of the confession 
of the Church. All that one can affirm about man, 
life, ethics, religions, the universe, history and 
the end of the world can be said only in relation 
of Jesus Christ in whom God has ‘recapitulated’ 
all things in heaven and on earth. If an eccle- 
siastical confession of faith is not_ strictly 
Christological, it is more than indifferent; it is 
heretical and a lie.” 


The Church knows that all the duties and vo- 
cations of individual men belong to a total order— 
to the present Lordship of Christ established over 
all of life since His Resurrection and Ascension. 
“Is the time not coming when the Church must 
confess publicly an ethic as large and compelling 
as the Lordship of Christ Himself?” 


In The Church’s Witness to God’s Design pre- 
pared for the Assembly of the World Council, 
there is another strong message from Professor 
Maury on the relevance of the Gospel to the pres- 
ent. The Church has to speak about the God of 
eternity and about the age to come to men who are 
dwellers in time. It must, therefore, speak both 
of eternity and of time. But as the second great 
commandment only has meaning on condition that 
it follows the first; in just the same way the 
Church’s preaching is only true to man’s need if it 
is first true to Jesus Christ. “To man in his con- 
crete situation, the Church tells the truth about 
himself and his destiny only if it speaks to him 
about Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and today 
and forever, i.e. only if its language is not that of 
the present age.” 


To man who is afraid and in search of security 
the Church speaks of the goodness of God in His 
Providence; to man who is proud of his technical 
achievements and absorbed in his material success 
she says: Man does not live by bread alone. The 
sin and wretchedness of modern man is shown 
in three special fields: modern man believes in 
history, he knows nothing of forgiveness, and he 
is fumbling after a working morality. ‘As the 
Church has never any other message than the 
name of Jesus Christ, we may say that today it 
must publish His name as Judge, Saviour, and 
Lord.” To a world suffering from having no Judge 
the Church preaches the Great White Throne 
and Jesus Christ the Judge of history. The main 
attraction of communism is found in the promises 
it makes to the men of today. “Only Christian 
eschatology quiet and confident, can stand up to 
this messianism.” “The return of Christ to judge 
the living and the dead, must be trumpeted with 
all St. Paul’s and St. John’s glory in the splendour 
of Christ, the Christ by Whom and for Whom 
all things were made.” 


Again this is the age of the guilty conscience, 
with existentialism as a supreme effort at self- 
justification. “The Church must admit God’s ac- 
cusation against man and against herself first.” 
Then she must learn to speak again of free par- 
don, by proclaiming before all else Christ and Him 
crucified. To meet the collective age, brought in by 
“the birth of the masses” she must seek to make 
visible the signs of the Lordship of Christ in so- 
ciety as well as in individual ethics. 

—Wnm. C. R. 


—<+.—__——_ 


John Newton Epitaph 


Nearby the Lord Mayor’s Palace and the first 
stock exchange is the ancient Church of St. Mary 
Woolnoth at which John Newton ministered for 
over a quarter of a century. And on the wall is the 
hymn writer’s own epitaph written by himself 
and directed to be inscribed on a marble tablet, 
thus: 

To 
John Newton 
Clerk 
Once an infidel and libertine 
A servant of slaves in Africa 
was 
By the rich mercy 
Of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
Preserved, Restored, Pardoned 
And appointed to preach the Faith 
He had long labored to destroy. 
—Wm. C. R. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
Lesson For Oct. 3: A Library Of stand so little of what real life is, and how we 
Religious Lite . can make the best of our short life here? We 


Scripture: Psalms 119:97-105; Luke 1:1-4; John 
90:30-31; IL Timothy 3:14-11. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 119:137-144. 


Our Memory Selection is a good starting point 
for our study this whole quarter. Someone has said 
that if a book lasts twenty-five years, it is worth 
reading. Here is a Book that shall last forever; 
“The word of our God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 
40:8). Is not such a Book worth all the study we 
can give to it? 


For the next three months we shall consider 
the Literature of the Bible in its many forms as 
Biography, Law, History, etc., but always keeping 
in mind this very important truth; we are con- 
sidering Inspired Literature. Now, we may look at 
Shakespeare, Milton, or some other great writer 
as being “inspired” in a certain sense; these men 
were gifted, talented men, and God gave them their 
brains, and no doubt helped some of them, if they 
asked Him to, just as He will quicken our minds and 
direct our thoughts, and put words in our mouths, 
if we depend upon His Spirit. But in the Word 
of God we have Literature directly inspired of 
God, as holy men were “carried along” by the Holy 
Spirit, so that it is kept free from error, and so 
gives us an infallible rule of faith and practice. It 
is also Literature which deals with the great 
spiritual needs of men. The Holy Spirit guided 
and controlled these men. This makes the Bible 
a unique Book. 


Most nations have their “Sacred Writings.” 
Some of these contain valuable truth, but all are 
saturated with human frailties and errors, and 
contain much that is foolish, misleading, or im- 
moral. Only of the Bible can it be said; “Thy 
Word is truth.” 


When we go through a library like the Con- 
gressional Library in Washington, or some out- 
standing private library, we exclaim, “What a 
Library!” Books of all sorts are there, and some 
of priceless value in the eyes of men. 


But when we come to the sixty-six Books of 
the Bible, we can well say, “There is but one 
library; we have it here”: only one library writ- 
ten by God; only one library which is a Revela- 
tion of God; only one library which points the 
way to God in Christ; only one library which can 
make us, “wise unto Salvation.” And yet the sad 
fact is this: men neglect the One Library in 
a world full of books. 


In our Devotional Reading we have a marvel- 
ous Prayer which expresses a vital truth: “Give 
me understanding, and I shall live.” 


_ Why do so many people make such a tragic 
failure of life? (Just a few days ago, within five 
miles of where we live, a young couple were 
found dead in an automobile, the result of murder 
and suicide, and every day we read of similar 
tagedies). Is it not because these people under- 


see sO many wasted lives—men and women who 
possess brains, talent, education, money, and 
throw away their lives. What is true success? Is 
it not “coming up to the level of the best”? How 
few attain real and lasting success! God told 
Joshua that he would have “Good Success,” but 
only if he meditated upon the Word of God. Is 
not the reason for failure found right here: we 
think we have all the means of success, and neg- 
lect the One Book that will “give us understand- 
ing” that we may live. 


So we would come to the “One Library” with 
this prayer on our lips, and in our hearts: “Give 
me understanding, and I shall live’; live happily, 
beautifully, and successfully in this present world, 
and then pass on to an eternity of life ever- 
lasting. 


We wish to pick out four special lessons from 
our four Scripture selections: 


1. The Word of God makes us Wise: Psalms 
119:97-105. Those who love God’s Law are led 
into the Wisdom which comes down from above, of 
which James writes. (James 3:17). 


1. It sets us apart from even the wisest of men. 
It makes us wiser than our enemies. How subtle 
and cunning, and “smart” are our “enemies’”— 
Satan and his angels and wicked men. This verse 
has proved its truthfulness many times in the 
history of God’s people. 


It makes us wiser than the teachers of this 
world. We read recently of one of the so-called 
learned teachers in a certain college who tried 
to tell his class that there were absolutely no 
prophecies about Christ in the Old Testament, 
but these pupils of his who knew something of 
the Bible, were not deceived by him. Satan would 
deceive the very elect, if he could. 


Old people ought to be wise people, but those 
who have never studied or loved God’s Law, are 
not as wise as a child who has been taught the 
Bible at his mother’s knee. The boy Jesus as- 
tonished the doctors of the Law, who had not His 
insight into the Scripture. 


2. It makes us wise enough to hate and turn 
away from every false and evil way. Wisdom is 
applied knowledge and the Bible gives the wis- 
dom to act, to turn away. Satan said, taste the 
forbidden fruit, and you will be wise, and he still 
wants people to be wise in this way, but how dire 
are the consequences, and how bitter the taste 
when we follow His advise! 


8. The fruit of such wisdom is indeed sweet. 
The man who pursues the path which the wisdom 
of the Bible points out will enjoy a sweet and 
blessed life, and leave behind a fragrant memory. 
They are saved from the bitter regrets of men like 
John B. Gough, who, with tears in his eyes and 
oy the young to “keep their record 
clean. 
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II. The Bible was Written by Wise Men: Luke 


1:1-4. Luke claims “perfect understanding” in 
his Introduction to his Gospel. The Old Testa- 
ment prophets said, ‘‘Thus saith the Lord.’ Moses 
heard and wrote down the words which God spake 
to him. John, on Patmos, wrote what God told 
him to write. Holy men spake as they were: moved 
by the Holy Spirit. 


The reason the Bible can make us wise is be- 
cause it is thus inspired. Some of these writers 
were not learned men in the estimation of the 
world, some were just “common folk,” but they 
had the clearness of vision and the correctness 
of expression which comes from divine guidance. 
This kept them free from error. The more critics 
study the books written by Luke—Luke and Acts 
—the more is this “perfect understanding” of 
the writer seen. 


III. The Word of God leads to Faith in Christ, 
and Eternal Life. John 20:31. Christ is the center 
of “The Book.” God’s great purpose in Christ 
and His Plan of Salvation bind the Book together. 


These are written that ye might believe, and 
have eternal life. Much had to be omitted from 
the written Life of our Lord, but the things which 
were written had this purpose. 


Some books have one purpose, and some another: 
some are written to entertain; some to impart 
knowledge; some to amaze and frighten; some 
to deceive; some to make money. The purpose of 
the Bible is well stated by John in this verse, 
and by Paul in writing to Timothy in the follow- 
ing selection. It is summed up for us in our 
Catechism; ‘“‘What man is to believe concerning 
God, and what duty God requires of man.” 


IV. The Word of God completely Furnishes us 
for every good work: II Timothy 3:14-17. Here is 
the food upon which our souls must live; the milk, 
the meat, the finest of the wheat, honey out of the 
rock. Here is our Armour that makes us able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. Here is the 
Source of Comfort and Strength when sorrows like 
sea billows roll over us. Here is our Hope as 
we look out upon a world of sin and strife and 
bloodshed, where the darkness is indeed “gross.” 


We heard an expression lately which has stuck 
in our minds: “Every Christian is just as good 
as he wants to be.’ Certainly we have the re- 
sources in the Word. If we are not “completely 
furnished, whose fault is it? We ought to be 
ready for every emergency, every opportunity, 
every obligation of life, for in His Book we have 
the “‘Library of Life.” " 





Lesson For Oct. 10: Biography 
In The Bible 


Scripture: Genesis 11:27 - 


26:11. 
Reading: Hebrews 11:1-10. 


Devotional 


Biography is not only one of the most interest- 
ing, but one of the most profitable, forms of 
literature, for truths in the concrete are more 
easily grasped than truths in the abstract. A 
discussion of some phase of honesty, or fearless- 
ness, or faith, or moral goodness, may be dry, 
but there is never anything dry about a well- 
written life of some great man who was honest 
and fearless and faithful and good. 


Biography, however, is apt to be biased. If we 





——— 








love and admire a man we are prone to cover 
up his faults and magnify his good traits of 
character. If, on the other hand, we dislike some 
person we can do him infinite harm by making 
qualities. It is hard for a man to be fair in the 
writing of biography. In fact, if we wish to get 
a true picture of some outstanding personality we 
will do well to get his life as depicted by both his 
friends and his foes, or someone who is neither 
friend nor foe, and even then the writer may be 
incorrectly informed or prejudiced. 


The invaluable quality of the Biographies of 
the Bible comes in just at this point. The Bible 
tells the truth about its heroes, and looks at 
them through the eyes of God, Who looks not 
at the outward appearance, but at the heart. 


Not only is this the case, but the lives of the 
men and women of the Bible, like all else it con. 
tains, are written for our learning and profit. 
These biographies are profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in 
righteousness. 


In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews we have 
some very brief biographies. In a word or a sen- 
tence or two we see the portrait as clearly as in 
a finished picture. For instance, what could be 
more revealing that the few words about Abel or 
Enoch. 


In these sketches of God’s heroes, FAITH is 
the fundamental qualification for greatness. In 
the eyes of God, nothing else can take its place. 
We hear a lot today about ‘must legislation”: 
here is one of the ‘“‘Musts” of the Bible. ‘He that 
cometh to God must believe’: there are many 
other things which we may have and ought to 
have; here is one thing we must have. Faith is 
fundamental; we cannot even begin to be great 
without it. 




































The man we study today, Abraham, is one of 
the most outstanding examples of faith which we 
find in the Word of God. He is well called, 
“The father of the faithful.” Let us see more of 
the phases of faith as exhibited in this splendid 
man. 


I. An Obedient Faith: “When called—obeyed.” 
Faith without works is dead. Abraham’s faith was 
by no means dead; it showed itself in his ready 
and willing obedience. If we really believe, we 
will “do something about it”; Abraham “did 
something about it.” 















1. Faith obeys when it forsakes. The disciples 
when called, left all and followed, and Jesus said 
that unless a man forsakes all that he hath, he 
cannot be His disciple. Abraham’s call was to 
leave his country and his kindred. This is not easy 
for the average man. Sometimes men and women 
will leave home to seek their fortune in the gold 
fields, or some far away place. Persecution drove 
many of our forefathers to leave England, Hol- 
land, and France and seek a new home in the 
wilderness of America. But there always has to be 
a strong motive, for most of us love our native 
land and our kin folk. The motive of Abraham 
was obedience to the divine call. 












2. Faith obeys when it cannot see or understand. 
It ventures out on the promise of God, or some 
times only on the knowledge of God. Jonathan 
ventured out and “it may be’? when he and his 
armour-bearer showed themselves to the Philistines, 
and began a great victory. (I Sam. 14:1-16) 













Abraham had only the promise of God that he : 
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would have a home “across the waters.” 


9, Faith obeys when obedience means heart- 
aches and tears. This was certainly true when he 
was called upon to go to the mountain and sacri- 
fice his son Isaac. 


Il. A Tested Faith: Genesis Chapter 22. God 
never tempts to evil, but He does test His chil- 
dren: Job was tested, so was Abraham; and both 
very severely. 


1. His faith was tested by a long period of 
waiting. He was promised three blessings: (1) A 
Land for his possession, (2) A Posterity as numer- 
ous as the sand of the sea-shore, (3) That in his 
seed all nations of earth would be blessed—a 
Messianic prophecy and promise. 


As far as the land was concerned, he never 
actually possessed it during his lifetime, but dwelt 
there as a stranger and pilgrim, living in tents, 
and often troubled by the inhabitants of the land. 
When his loved ones died he had to purchase a 
field in which to bury them. But Abraham never 
seemed to doubt that the land would some day 
belong to his descendants. 


As to his numerous posterity, there was a long 
period of anxious waiting, and both Abraham and 
Sarah seemed to give up hope of having a child, 
and resorted to an unworthy scheme to help God 
carry out His promise—a scheme which brought 
a great deal of strife and bitterness and tears into 
the home. It never pays to interfere and “do evil 
that good may come.” Nothing but sorrow can 
eventuate from such a course, as Abraham soon 
found out. (Gen. Chapter 16). 


As to his being a blessing to all the world 
Abraham never saw the fulfillment of this in his 
lifetime, but has seen it abundantly and glorious- 
ly fulfilled, as we have, in the coming of the 
Messiah. 


2. But the severest test of Abraham’s faith 
comes in Chapter 22, when the strange command 
comes to him to go to the mountain of Moriah 
and there offer up his son Isaac upon an altar. 
Did God see that Abraham was in danger of mak- 
ing an idol out of Isaac? Some parents do think 
more of their children than they do of God, for- 
getting that God gave them. The greatness of his 
faith is seen in the fact that Abraham actually 
gave up his son accounting that God was able to 
raise him from the dead. 


Can we think of a severer test of any man’s 
faith? Go over the dramatic and touching picture 
as we see the father and son ascend the moun- 
tain and listen to their conversation and if your 
heart is not moved it will be strange indeed. It is 
one of the most pathetic and unforgettable pic- 
tures in the Bible. 


ill. A Faulty, but Triumphant Faith: Abraham 
might have well prayed the father’s prayer in the 


New Testament: “Lord, I believe, help Thou mine 
unbelief.” 


Abraham’s faith was by no means perfect. We 
See several illustrations of this. At times it seemed 


to reach a very low ebb, and then it soars aloft 
again. 


Perhaps he showed a lack of faith when he left 
the promised land and sojourned for a time in 
gypt. He got into a very embarrassing situation 
When doing so. (Gen. Chapter. 12). 





Surely, his faith was not very strong when 
he persuaded Sarah to tell the half truth which 
was in reality a lie of a very deceptive sort. 


His and Sarah’s faith weakened to such a de- 
gree that they connived on the scheme of taking 
Hagar as a secondary wife. It was unworthy of 
both, and resulted, as we have seen, in a troubled 
and sorrowful aftermath. 


He did not “laugh,” as Sarah did, when the 
promise of a son was reiterated, but he seems 
to be doubtful, for he suggests that Ishmael be his 
heir. 


But in spite of its faults, Abraham’s faith was 
Triumphant. He staggered not at the promises of 
God. He “said Amen” to them. At its height it 
surpasses most faith, and even at low ebb, it 
never sinks to rank unbelief. 


May we pray for a faith like his. 


And this wisdom is entreating us to open our 
hearts and minds and let it enter. God is so con- 
cerned for us and wants us to be wise. How fool- 
ish to close the door and refuse entrance to Him! 
Proverbs 10:1-9. 


This continues the same trend, by giving some 
additional reasons why wisdom is so valuable. 


(1) It brings joy to the home—to father and 
mother. How true this is! How proud we are of 
our children when they show intelligence; how 
ashamed, when they appear lacking in mind. What 
rejoices the hearts of parents? Is it not the “good 
success” of those we love? No greater joy can come 
to us than this sort of “‘pardonable pride.” 


(2) Wisdom leads to real prosperity, for sin 
makes men poor, and righteousness makes them 
rich,and wisdom and righteousness are synonymous. 


(3) Wisdom makes us industrious and thrifty; 
wastefulness is a sign of folly, whether it be in 
the individual or the nation. Americans are great 
wasters, and we are afraid, great loafers. 


(4) Wisdom brings rich blessings in its wake. 


(5) Wisdom leaves a blessed memory in the 
hearts of those we love behind us. 


’ (6) Wisdom makes life safe for us (Verse 3). 
Folly of one sort or another is making our high- 


— scenes of death and destruction. Proverbs 


“A soft answer turneth away wrath, but griev- 
ous words stir up anger.’”’ How many quarrels are 
started by grievous and hasty words! How often 
these days we see in our newspapers the account 
of some political convention, or even a “peace 
conference,” and we read that “tempers flared,” 
“angry words, some of them unfit to print, came 
from the lips of those gathered there. Why are 
business relations strained to the breaking point, 
strikes occur so frequently, and violence breaks 
out? Why are so many Homes broken up? 


Proverbs 18:9: “Wastefulness and Slothfulness.” 
Do not these two expressions explain the plight of 
the world to a large degree, in its economic life? 
Slack in our work, and “great wasters.”” Wisdom 
makes us work; it also makes us save what we 
make, and not spend it foolishly. America was 
built on hard work and thrift: is she going to pieces 
on laziness and wastefulness? 
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Proverbs 22:la: “A Good Name.” Some names 
are synonyms for ugly and even loathsome ideas; 
some for glorious truths. A Judas or a Benedict 
Arnold, or an Ananias, can spoil a good name for- 
ever. What woman would want to be named “Jeze- 
bel”? What man, “Ahab?” On the other hand, 
how proud would we be of “Stonewall Jackson,” 


— 








or Robert E. Lee, or George Washington, or David 
Livingstone, or Florence Nightengale? 






Proverbs 25:13ab: Wisdom makes us faithful, 
and faithfulness is so refreshing: like “snow-balls 
on a . day! Proverbs 25:28. Wisdom gives self- 
control. 














Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For October 
Oct. 3: With One Accord 


Introduction 


This morning we have all been to the Table of 
Our Lord for that Communion which He Himself 
ordained. On this particular Sunday we have been 
conscious of our oneness with all Christians 
throughout the world for this has been designated 
“World Wide Communion Sunday” in all the evan- 
gelical churches of the world. 


It is very fitting that we should choose a Com- 
munion service to remind us of our world wide 
oneness in Christ for in the ritual of the Com- 
munion service we find that essential Christian 
faith that declares one to be a Christian. Any 
more than this faith is not essential to true faith 
and any less marks one as being less than Chris- 
tian. Let us then read again the word of Paul 
concerning the origin of the Communion service 
in order that we may see the essentials of our 
world wide faith. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1 Corinthians 11:23-24 


1. The Lord’s Supper Is a Memorial. Verse 23. 
Ours is a faith that is rooted in history, rooted 
in the fact that God became man in Christ and our 
faith is based upon what He did. And we have 
received what He did through a thoroughly reliable 
record of it. 


2. The Lord’s Supper Is a Sign. Verses 24-25. 
The Lord’s Supper reminds us that the supreme 
thing God did for us when He became flesh in 
His Son Jesus Christ was to die for us upon the 
cross of Calvary. This death was a substitutionary 
death in our behalf that we might be cleansed by 
His blood, His outpoured life. A Christian is one 
who has life because He has received the Sub- 
stitute who died in his place and who has been 
cleansed by the blood of the substitutionary sacri- 
fice. Those who ignore, deny or make relatively 
unimportant the substitutionary and blood atone- 
ment have thus removed themselves from the scrip- 
tural, spiritual, and historic Christian fellowship. 


8. The Lord’s Supper Is a Promise. Verse 26. 
History shall not forever go on as it has in the 
past. God is working through Christ toward a day 
when all the kingdoms of the world shall become 
the Kingdom of our Lord and His Christ. Christ 
came the first time in fulfillment of the age long 
promise of His coming to suffer, and in the Lord’s 
Supper we are reminded that one day the promise 










will be fulfilled and He will come again to this 
earth to rule and reign forever. This has always 
been the essential faith of all Christians. 





4.The Lord’s Supper Demands Self Examination. 
Verses 27-34. The Lord’s Supper reminds us that 
Christ died because of sins and for our sins, thus 
those who come to the Lord’s Supper must re- 
member that sin is serious (Verses 27-30), must 
be seriously judged in our own lives lest God judge 
us (Verses 31-32), and must be removed from our 
lives that we may live in righteousness. (Verses 
33-34). 


A Christian is a person who believes in Jesus 
Christ as the only begotten Son of the living God 
in such a real fashion that he turns from sin and 
self to serve the true and living God and wait for 
His Son to return from heaven. All such Christians, 
regardless of the particular church to which they 
belong, make up God’s Church through which He 
is working to perfect His purposes. This is the 
faith that lies back of the Communion service 
and gives meaning and significance to it. Thus 
the Communion service reminds us not only of 
what it means to be a Christian, but of our oneness 
with all who put their trust in Christ. 


Program Outline 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 1:18 and Revelation 1:5b-6. 

Hymn: “The Old Rugged Cross.” 

Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 53:1-12. 

Poem: Crucify (Christ and the Fine Arts, Maus 
Page 407). 

Prayer. 

Hymn: “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross.” 

Leader’s Introduction (See Introduction above). 

Talks: (Let one member take each of the four 
suggested points in the Scripture Lesson con- 
cerning the Communion above and speak briefly 
on what it means, reading th2 verses as he does.) 

Story: Jesus, As Seen Through Eyes of Zacchaeus 
(Christ and the Fine Arts—Maus Page 411). 


Hymn: “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory.” 
Closing Prayer. 








































Oct. 10: Overlooked Religion 


Introduction 


Great literature is an expression in a great way 
of what we see, feel, and hear. Literature is con- 
cerned with all of life and often particularly with 
the great problems of life—where did we come 
from, where are we going, why are we here. To 
read good literature is to be face to face agail 
and again with many of the great facts of religion. 
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All too often we think of religion purely in terms : 
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of what happens at church on Sunday and we 
overlook the great religious facts in good literature. 
In this program we are to see Row some of the 
great writers have handled the great themes of 
religion. 


Presbyterian Youth will present material on this 
theme. Here is another way in which the theme 
can be handled if you wish. Much of the great 
literary expressions of religion have been set to 
music, and those that have been set to music and 
included in our hymnals will be readily available 
to your group. Why not use some of these pieces 
of literature that have been set to music as the 
phasis of the program? 


Secure a copy of the Bible, the Presbyterian 
Hymnal, and “Lyric Religion” by H. Augustine 
Smith and you are ready to go. Here is a sample 
you might like. 


Program Outline 
Instrumental Prelude. 
Leader’s Introduction: (Explain what you are doing 
in some such manner as outlined in introduction 
above. ) 


First Talk—Revealers of God. 


The glory and beauty of God as seen in nature 
have always called forth some of man’s greatest 
literary expressions. One of these is “The Spacious 
Firmament on High” by Joseph Addison. (Here 
give some of the details about Addison and about 
the hymn. Then close with a reading of the Biblical 
material that expresses the same truth, Psalm 19:1-6 
(See Lyric Religion, Page 398). 


Hymn: “The Spacious Firmament On High.” 
(Sung by group or by special choir that has re- 
hearsed it if the group does not know it.) 


Prayer: Have some one asked early so that 
preparation may be made to keep the prayer on 
the level of praise for God because of His beauty, 
majesty and power.) 


Second Talk: Champions of the Moral Law. Im- 
manuel Kant once said, “Two things ever fill me 
with wonder and awe—the starry universe above 
and the moral law within.” Not only has the beauty 
and glory of God inspired much of our great 
literature, but men have always had to struggle 
for the right. Many have given up the struggle 
and said there is no moral law; therefore we should 
eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die. 
h every age great writers have come forward 
to champion the moral law, the fact that God rules 
in His moral universe with a law just as unbend- 


ne and impartial as those in his law abiding uni- 
verse, 


In our own day, having just passed through 
one war and being daily reminded that another 
8 coming, one of the best pieces of literature for 
us is “The Recessional,”’ by Rudyard Kipling, poet- 
laureate of England in the days of Queen Victoria. 


(Here include material from Lyric Religion, Page 
118). Close with reading of Bible passages Psalm 
33:12-21; Galatians 6:7. 


Hymn: “Lest We Forget.” 


_ Third Talk: Faith in the Face of Doubt. Faith 
iS not something that the mind can put on or put 
off like we do our hats. Faith comes as the soul 
_—s the great issues of life and death and by 

¢ Word of God comes through to peace, trust, as- 





The following booklets on timely subjects: 


1. Inclusivism: The world-faith-to-be-! The 
method of the ecumenical movement. 


2. The First Four Parables Of The Kingdom 
Of Heaven: An expansion of the challenging 
exposition of these parables by Dr. J. Camp- 
bell Morgan. 


3. Is There But One Return Of Christ? 
(and) The Any Moment Rapture: Two studies 
of the relative time of the Lord’s Return, by 
Alexander Fraser. 


4. The Jews or Prediction And Fulfilment 
(an abridgement), by Samuel H. Kellogg, 
D.D., author of The Book Of Leviticus, Ex- 
positor’s Bible Series, and The Light Of Asia 
and The Light Of The World. 


Sent Free, while they last, 
upon request. 


The Evangelical Fellowship, Inc. 
100 Diamond St. Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 



































surance and power. Alfred Tennyson came through 
deep experiences of doubt, perplexity and sorrow 
to a real faith, and his victory was expressed in the 
poem “In Memoriam.” From this has come the 
hymn “Strong Son of God, Immortal Love.” (Here 
work in some material from Lyric Religion Page 
372). Close with a reading of the Scripture passages 
I Peter 1:8; Hebrews 11:1. 


Hymn: “Strong Son Of God Immortal Love” 
(This is not in Presbyterian Hymnal. You might 
have special soloist in to sing it, or have a group 
learn it before the meeting. If you wish you could 
substitute “Crossing the Bar,’ which is in the 
Hymnal. This would not be as good, but the facts 
of Tennyson’s life would still apply.) 


Closing the Talks: Our Lives as Literature. Good 
literature is what is often felt but never so well 
expressed. But you and I who believe in Christ are 
living epistles, living literature, that is to be 
known and read of all men in the things we say 
and do. Just as great writers have put their feel- 
ings into words that move the souls of men and 
enlighten the minds of men, so we ought to put 
our spiritual feelings into words and deeds that 
will move men and draw them to Christ. Our 
lives should be living literature that points to 
Christ and His power to save. 


Hymn: “So Let Our Lips And Lives Express.” 
Closing Prayer (Might use Psalm 19:14 in unison). 





Introduce your friends to The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. Write for free sample copies. 
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Shall We Do Away 
With Sunday? 


By Rev. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D. 
Roanoke, Va. 


Shall we do away with Sunday? Is the Christian 
Sabbath entirely out of date? Have we outgrown 
the need for a day of rest and worship? At the 
beginning of the First World War the Czar of 
Russia, with one stroke of his pen abolished vodka 
from the Russian Empire. If you could, with one 
stroke of the pen abolish Sunday, would you do it? 
If you had the choice would you do away with 
Sunday? 


Let us face the fact that if we keep on in the 
direction in which we are moving, we will soon 
have no Sunday in America. Make a list of the 
things that are done on Sunday, now, which were 
not done in the South a decade ago! On that 
list will probably be Sunday movies, Sunday base- 
ball, Sunday football, Sunday basketball, Sunday 
auto races, Sunday breakfasts, Sunday teas, Sun- 
day receptions, Sunday parties, Sunday conven- 
tions. More and more governmental financial, and 
social organizations are making it convenient to 
have meetings of boards, directors, committees, 
and even their regular sessions on Sunday. If we 
keep on, soon there will be no difference between 
Sunday and any other day. Is that what you want? 
Is that what you want for your children? Is that 
what you want for your community? Is that what 
you want for yourselves? 


I. Shall we do away with Sunday? FOR THE 
SAKE OF OUR HOMES, NO! 


American civilization is threatened by the com- 
plete collapse, the absolute break-down of the 
American home. The greatest bulwark of the home 
is the Sabbath. Some years ago I preached a ser- 
mon on the subject “The Christian Home and the 
Christian Sabbath.” I spoke of these two as 
Spiritual Siamese Twins.” I think the name was 
well given. I do not know of a single broken home 
where the Sabbath was kept as a holy day. 


For the sake of our homes, let us keep Sunday. 


II. Shall we do away with Sunday? FOR THE 
SAKE OF OUR CHURCHES, NO! 


The people of this country have invested in the 
neighborhood of four billion dollars in church 
property. They have done that because they believe 
the ministrations of the church essential to decent 
civilized community and national life, because they 
expect dividends of faith, courage, morale, in- 
tegrity, love and service. Sunday is the church’s 
day. Upon that day the church must primarily de- 
pend to reach the hearts and minds of men, wom- 
en, and children. Every influence that breaks 
down the Sabbath is an attack upon the church. 
Dr. Arlo A. Brown, President of Drew University, 
said recently, “I doubt if the Christian Church 
could go forward and succeed in her work if it 
were not for the Christian Sabbath.” 


For the sake of the church, let us keep our Sun- 
day. 





— 
















III. Shall we do away with Sunday? FOR THE 
SAKE OF OUR COUNTRY, NO! 






It is interesting to note how many of our preg- 
dents have believed in the value of the Sabbath 
from a patriotic point of view. Washington was 
concerned that his troops have an opportunity to 
attend public worship as well as of taking some 
rest after the great fatigue of the week. Lincoln 
enjoined “the orderly observance of the Sabbath 
by officers and men in military service.” Theodore 
Roosevelt said, “There are enough holidays for 
most of us but Sunday differs from other holidays 
in the fact that there are 52 of them every year. 
Therefore on Sundays, go to church!’ Woodrow 
Wilson ‘“‘desired and enjoined the orderly observance 
of the Sabbath for officers and men in the armed 
forces.’’ Coolidge profoundly believed in the Sab- 
bath and recognized its sacredness. In line with 
their position, General MacArthur refused to ask 
the Australian Government to change in any way 
its Sunday laws, in order that there might be 
Sunday entertainment for his troops. He expressed 


himself as being ‘anxious to retain the sanctity of 
God’s day.” 

















The Bible makes it plain that God’s blessing rests 
upon those nations where God’s day is reverenced. 
In Isaiah 58:14 God promises Israel national pros- 
perity and security so long as they reverence His 
Sabbath. “I will cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage 
of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it!’ I believe if there were time it 
could be shown from history that God’s marked 
favor has rested upon nations that revere His day. 
Take one instance. The Scotch are a small na- 
tion, not a wealthy nation, but they have exerted 
an influence upon civilization out of all propor- 
tion to their numbers. I think this is due to their 


emphasis upon Sabbath observance and family 
religion. 















For the sake of our country, let us keep ou 
Sunday. 


IV. Shall we do away with Sunday? FOR THE 
SAKE OF OURSELVES, NO! 







Our bodies need Sunday. Someone has said 
“It is written into the biological constitution of 
man.” This imperative requirement cannot be mei 
by some other unit of time for rest. The French 
Revolutionist tried to substitute a decade of tel 
days for the week of seven. The French plan soo! 
disappeared to take its place in the role of things 
that will not work. Daniel Webster said, “Sunday 
is nature’s law as well as God’s.”’ Biologically, ma! 
needs the seventh day if he is to labor efficiently 
on the other six. Our bodies need Sunday. 













Our minds need Sunday. One of the greatest 
evils of our day is the tension in which we oe 
One of our greatest needs is some way by whic 


this tension may be eased. I believe that Sunday F 
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was ordained of God for that purpose. If we keep 
it quietly and reverently our minds will find that 
relaxation which brings the inward serenity of 
soul that is so essential to our well being. Our 
minds need Sunday. 


Our souls need Sunday. In one of the large 
cities of this country there is a hotel known to 
traveling men all over the land. The sole owner 
of that hotel was years ago a ragged barefoot 
poy. His father had died and his mother was 
compelled to go to work. She rented a little cottage 
outside the city limits and took in washing while 
the lad sold papers. In that poor home that boy 
learned to be honest and to fear God. The old 
mother has gone to heaven and the city has swept 
far beyond the site of the little cottage. The bare- 
foot boy has become a man of large business 
interests and great wealth. He still owns the little 
cottage, and keeps it as it is, an oasis of quiet 
amid the busy rush of a great city. And once 
each week he goes there, and tarries awhile amid 
the old scenes, that he may never forget the 
teaching of the mother to whom he owes so much. 
Sunday is a place where we may keep our touch 
with God, and where we may be reminded of His 
goodness to us and our duty to Him. It is worth- 
while once a week that we take time to do these 
things that mean so much for our spiritual growth 
and welfare. Our souls need Sunday. 


Because our bodies, our minds, and our souls 
need Sunday, let us keep our Sunday! 


V. Shall we do away with Sunday? FOR GOD’S 
SAKE, NO! 


God wants us to keep Sunday. You cannot read 
the Bible without knowing that this is true. You 
will find its origin rooted deep in the foundations 
of the world. “In six days God created the heavens 
and the earth, and rested the seventh, wherefore 
God blessed the Sabbath Day and hallowed it.” 
You will find Him putting Sabbath desecration in 
the Ten Commandments on the same plane with 
murder, adultery and theft. “Remember the Sab- 
bath Day to keep it holy!’ You will find our 
Saviour observing the Sabbath by going to the 
Jewish synagogue which was the church of His 
day. And it is most significant that in recording 
such a visit to the church it was said “as His 
custom was.” Jesus had the habit of going to church 
on Sunday. Because of what God says about it in 
His word, let us keep our Sunday! 


The Sabbath is a vitally indispensable insti- 
tution. Recall the terms in which it has been 
described by some of the great minds of our race. 
One writer calls it “Heaven’s milestone on the 
highway of time.” Another, “The golden link in 
the chain of days.” Another, “The isle of hope 
amid billows of doubt and care.” Another, “The 
golden clasp of the week’s volume.” Another, “A 
flower from Eden’s Garden which still blooms amid 
the universal blight of sin.” Another, “The buoy 
amid the quicksands of time marking the channels 
to the haven of peace.” 


Because Sunday is all this and much more we 
Christians should do all in our power to keep it, 
and to make it what God intended it to be, the 
bulwark of our homes, of our churches, of our 
country, and of our faith! 














“The Women Of The Church” 


One of the actions of the 1948 General As- 
sembly is of peculiar interest to the women of our 
Church in that it has to do with the name of the 
woman’s organization, Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
The Standing Committee on Woman’s Work, Dr. 
John S. Land, chairman, brought six recommenda- 
tions to the General Assembly, in connection with 
the report on Woman’s Work. Each was adopted by 
the Assembly. The third read as follows: 


“In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, after mature de- 
liberation, and the approval of the four Execu- 
tive Secretaries, that the name of the woman’s 
organization of the Presbyterian Church U.S., be 
‘The Women of the Church,” with the clear under- 
standing that the use of this term would in no way 
affect the present status of Woman’s Work, but 
would more clearly define the relations of the 


women membership, an integral part of the whole 
Church.” 


The Committee on Woman’s Work in session at 
Montreat in July took action regarding ways of 
using the new name, as changes must be made 
to conform to that name. These suggestions were 
agreed upon; the name in parenthesis being the 
name formerly used: 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








Local Organization (local auxiliary), for in- 
stance a Presbyterial Recording Secretary might 
report that there were 56 local organizations in 
her Presbyterial. 


Monthly meeting of Women of the Church 
(monthly meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary). 
Again, The Women of the First Presbyterian 


Church, Selma, will meet Monday at 4:00 P. M. 
at the church. 


Woman’s Training School (Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School). 


Presbyterial and Synodical are nouns and so it 
is correct to speak of the “Georgia Synodical 
Training School.” 


Some people can remember the difficulty that 
certain women had when the name “Woman’s 
Auxiliary” became the official name of organized 
Woman’s Work and even today there are a few 
rare individuals who refer to the meeting of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society (also to the MIS- 
SIONARY SURVEY). It will not be amiss if the 
name “Woman’s Auxiliary” appears from time to 
time, and if people refer to the auxiliary meet- 
ing, instead of the general meeting of the Women 
of the Church. There will be no difficulty about 
“Circle meetings’—they continue to be just that. 
Surely there is this decided advantage in the new 
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official name, each word is simple and easily pro- 
nounced. (You remember how auxiliary has been 
prorounced—almost fifty-seven ways of doing it!) 
But more significant is this—the name now se- 
lected signifies what the purpose of the Woman’s 
Work has been all along—aAll the Women of the 
Church working wherever they may work in the 
church, as well as through the organization pe- 
culiarly for women in the local church. 


One of the staunch friends of Woman’s Work 
in our Church said that he is glad that the name is 
now Women of the Church, for Woman’s Work is 
not and never has been auxiliary, in its strictest 
meaning, to the Church. Let us hold fast to the good 
of the former years, and press forward as we 
approach nearer the goal EVERY WOMAN EN- 
LISTED FOR CHRIST. 


—— 


Sabbath Observance Day 
September 19 


He who created man knew what man would 
need, so in the beginning God instituted the Sab- 
bath as a day for rest and a day for worship. 
Jesus, intercepting the day, said: “The Sabbath 
was made for man.” He would have us to realize 
that God had us in mind when He made the day. 
Let us not forget then that it was meant for the 
highest good of ourselves and of others. 


In his leaflet “The Christian Sabbath in the 
Twentieth Century” Dr. J. McDowell Richards asys 
“The law of necessity for a Sabbath rest was 
written into the nature of the universe before it 
was written in scripture,’’ and then he proceeds to 
prove this statement by pointing out that: 


“The pioneers who opened the West in America 
found that those who stopped on Sunday to re- 
fresh their horses and themselves traveled faster 
in the end than those who moved on without the 
Sabbath pause. In the days of the French Revo- 
lution, which was largely atheistic in its leader- 
ship, men set out to destroy Christianity in France 
and, significantly, they followed Voltaire’s advice 
by outlawing the observance of Sunday. In a short 
time they were confronted by the fact that the na- 
tion was suffering from the lack of a rest period, 
and it was decided that one day in ten should be 
made a holiday. Even this proved insufficient, how- 
ever, and the nation perforce returned to the old 
practice of resting one day out of every seven. 
The Russian Revolution of our own time, in its 
like determination to destroy Christianity, has 
recognized the necessity for rest at least on one 
day in seven, even though it has also been opposed 
to the Sabbath as a religious institution.” 


God who made man, made him in need of the 
Sabbath of rest and worship. Yet men in our age 
are neglecting the day and thereby defying God. 


In reading the history of Israel, one finds that 
judgment was pronounced upon her for having 
neglected: 

God’s Day 
God’s Book 
70d’s House 


These three are so clearly related that those 
who neglect the one are found to neglect the other 
two. There are two ways in which we may regard 
the Sabbath—use it for our good, or abuse it by 
neglect and willful indifference. To misuse the 
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Sabbath is to miss God’s blessing reserved for thos 
who honor Him in His House, and through Hi 
Word and seek to use His Day and every day— 
for His glory. 























Annually the Church is called to rethink the 
Sabbath and God’s purpose in it, and to a fresh 
dedication to keep the day holy unto Him. The pr. 
sponsibility in Sabbath Observance Day is doubly 
significant to parents, who must first set on 
themselves to make the Sabbath a day of worship, 
rest and Christian service, then interpret to thei 
children God’s purpose in His day; and by carefy] 
thought and prayer guide them in using the day ty 
His honor and glory. Thereby children of ow 
Church homes will come to value the Sabbath as, 
day designed for their good, and to realize the 
keeping of it to be an essential to Christian growth. 
Let us seek to make Sabbath Observance Day, 
September 19, of this year the beginning of a 
year of Sabbaths which honor God, bring blessing 
to our homes, and bear witness to Christ who js 
the Lord of the Sabbath. 














































































Remember The Sabbath Day 


By Mrs. Robert Lynn Peters 
Kingsport, Tenn. 


My earliest remembrance of Sunday morning: 
were little sets of clothes, stockings, underwear 
hanging on the backs of chairs, shoes shined every- 
thing laid out, so we could all get dressed in a 
hurry and ready for Sunday school. My Mother 
taught a class and sang in the choir and thing: 
had to be planned so we could all be there on time. 
As I look back on those days, that followed, ou 
Christian training, our regard for the Sabbath, | 
thank God for my Christian home. 














Today in the hurry and bustle, the Sabbath 
has been taken for a day of rest, even a rest from 
spiritual things that we so vitally need. 






There’s a thrill in going to Sunday school as a 
family group, and meeting after, and sitting to- 
gether in church. To sit there and sing and wor 
ship, it will follow your children wherever they go. 









In visiting our sons before they sailed overseas, 
we’d meet at some town near the army camp; 
as they came in hot and disheveled I’d laugh and 
say, “Didn’t you bring any fresh clothes,” and 
they would say “Only some to wear to church to 
morrow.” Going to church was just as natural a 
breathing. To be sure they had to go when they 
were little, but I think they bless us for it now. 














Although my boys are married, we still sit t 
gether in church. As I look back over the yeals, 
I think of our Sundays together when they were 
little, and I can still see them as they hunted the 
numbers in the hymn book, hear their voices as We 
nearly out-sang the congregation, see the dinner 
table, with always some guests or friend, the ride 
or walk into the country on hot afternoons, a Pit 
nic lunch, or some hike with the gang, all the 
rush, the work, the rule that they must go to Sut 
day school, church, young people’s meetings, melts 
into the sweetness of our fellowship together, 0 
prayers together, our love for each other, our love 
for Him who said “Remember the Sabbath Daj 
to keep it holy.” 
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Women Of The Church Can Help To 
Increase Church Attendance 


As the Women of the Church seek to take their 
rightful place in the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress, they must know what the Program, is, 
what are its goals, what the individual church 
woman can do to help make it successful and to 
reach the goals, and then what she can do through 
her church organization to reach these goals. Sep- 
tember is devoted to special consideration of 
Church Attendance and Christian Growth, because 
of Rally Day, September 26. The following sugges- 
tions are given to stimulate you to take your place 
in this work and to do your part in reaching the 
goals set: 


Contact and sponsor the attendance of new mem- 
bers who unite with your church. 


Study the rolls of the Sunday school workers 
and adult classes to know the per cent of church 
members attending Sunday school, and through a 
special effort enlist the help of other groups in 
your church and their leaders to build up the Sun- 
day school attendance. 


Through cirele and general (auxiliary) meeting 
this month (as well as other months) have some 
enthusiastic women make announcements about the 
classes for women in the Sunday school and give 
invitations to the women to attend, starting at 
once. Emphasize this—the Sunday school is the 
opportunity for Bible study which the Church 
offers every member of the family. 


Be enthusiastic about your own Sunday school 
class and its work, and be a regular attendant. 
Seek out some persons not attending any Sunday 
school and invite them to come to your church 
for Sunday school and worship services. Offer to 
go with the persons if there seems to be some 
hesitation. 

Seek to have the members of your own family 
or household regular attendants at Sunday school 
classes. The influence of your own family will be 
more effective if there is consistency observed by 
each member. 


TEN PERCENT INCREASE 
Rally Day - Sept. 26 


New power is awaiting the church whose mem- 
bers can be lead to greater loyalty. The Church 
is Christ’s ageney to give His blessing to the world. 
He who is the Head of the Church has the power 
to bless all who come unto Him, but the Church 
is limited in her ministry because too few Chris- 
tians give Christ a chance to challenge their lives 
through His Church. 

The Program of Progress Committee is chal- 
lenging officers and teachers to make Rally Day, 
September 26, the greatest Sunday school atten- 
dance day in the history of our Church and a 
time for enlisting all members in active service 
and for securing pledge badges for regular Sun- 
day school and Church attendance for the follow- 
mg six weeks period. That Committee has designat- 
ed September 19 (the week before Rally Day, 
Which is Sabbath Observance Day) through No- 
vember 7 (which closes the Week of Prayer and 
Self-denial for Home Missions) as Church Loyalty 

eason, and every church is asked to try and 
catch up on her attendance record and strive for 
at least a 10 per cent increase over the attendance 
of last year. 


It has been estimated that the attendance of a 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson . 





.- Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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DEATH IN THE POT 
An Appraisal Of The Federal Council 
Single Copy 25¢ — Five For $1.00 


How Modern Is The Federal Council? 
An Analysis Of The Replies Of Its Leaders 
To An Inquiry About Their Doctrinal Beliefs 

Single Copy 15¢ — Seven For $1.00 
Both Books By Rev. J. Elwin Wright, LL.D. 


Dealers Protected 


FELLOWSHIP PRESS 
9 Park Street . Boston 8, Mass. 
UES 

-_ SS ASHACROKS 
Sunday School should equal at least 80 per cent 
of her membership in order to attain this chal- 
lenging goal in the Program of Progress which 
has been designed to strengthen the Church’s min- 
istry, to further Christian growth and to extend 
her witness to Christ. 


The wheel of progress cannot get going for you 
until you and your church allow it. We would do 
well to ask ourselves “What have I done to help 
attain the goal of a 10 per cent increase in at- 
tendance over that of last year and what more can 
I do NOW?” 
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Rev. J. E. McJunkin 


On the evening of July 24, at his home in 
Houlka, Miss., Rev. James Eugene McJunkin passed 
to his eternal reward. He was actively engaged 
in the work of the ministry until a few years ago 
when he had to retire on account of ill health. His 
life was one of accomplishment and devoted service 
in every field of labor. His standing in scholar- 
ship and in student activities during his six years 
at Southwestern, in Clarksville, Tenn. was out- 
standing. He was ordained in East Alabama Pres- 
bytery on October 14, 1913. For two years he was 
pastor at Wetumpka, Ala. Following that he served 
with marked success at Forest, Miss., Holly Springs, 
Miss., Forrest City, Ark., as president of Chicka- 
saw College, pastor of the Hopewell church near 
Charlotte, N. C., and at Texarkana, Tex. In all 
of these fields there were large additions and 
marked increase in finances and opening of out- 
posts. He loved the truth and fearlessly proclaimed 
it. He is survived by his wife and three sons, Eu- 
gene, William and Robert. 


Norfolk Presbytery Stated 
Summer Meeting 


Place: Royster Memorial Church, Norfolk, Va. 
Wythe Presbyterian Church, Newport News, Va. 
Officers: Rev. W. Emmett Davis, D.D. Moderator, 
Dr. R. D. Nelson an elder and educator of New- 
port News, Va. Vice-Moderator, Rev. J. Burdette 
Slicer, Park Place Presbyterian Church, Newport 
News, Va., Temporary Clerk. 


Dissolution of pastoral relations: Rev. Walter 
Warrington White and the First Presbyterian 
Church, Portsmouth, Va. at a called meeting on 
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June 28, 1948. He was dismissed to Kanawha Pres. 
bytery. 


Commission Reports: Candidate L. J. Testa was 
ordained and installed May 2nd associate pastor 
of the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church. Rey. 
James Renwick Kennedy was installed associate 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, 
Va. He had been received March 15th = from 
Wilmington Presbytery. 


New Church organized: Park View in Copeland 
Park, Newport News, Va. with 133 members was 
organized on June 20, 1948. 


Candidates taken under care of the presbytery: 
Mr. Irving Randolph Stubbs and Mr. Victor Neil 
Wyrick, Jr. from the Royster Memorial Presby- 
terian Church in Norfolk, Mr. Donald Arthur 
Smith of the Glenwood Park Presbyterian Church 
in Norfolk, Mr. Richard P. Hayes of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Portsmouth, Va. and Mr. 
William Rowland Cameron of the Hampton Pres. 
byterian Church, Hampton, Va. 


Evangelism: The presbytery set a goal of 812 
on profession of faith and 1.529 by certificate 
making a total of 2,341 additions to the churches 
during the church year. 


Hampden-Sydney College: Dr. J. Warren White 
Presbytery’s and Synod’s Chairman of the Can- 
paign for Hampden-Sydney College _ reported 
marked progress in the effort to raise the amount 
of $1,000,000.00 for the College and was av- 
thorized to ask each church to set aside a day and 
ask an offering of at least 50 cents per member 
on the average. This campaign is to close with 
the end of the year. 


The next stated meeting will be in the Simons- 
dale Presbyterian Church in Portsmouth, Va, 


October 19th. 
W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 


—_—e—=>> —__—_ 
Rev. John Newton Cunningham 


John Newton Cunningham was born in &. 
Charles County, Missouri, on May 29, 1865, being 
the son of John Williams and Ellen Wilson Spen- 
cer Cunningham. He was married to Miss Lucy 
Sheldon Eldredge on March 17, 1891. He was a 
student in several educational institutions in the 
north and east, and studied both law and medicine. 
But later he was called to the ministry, and was 
ordained in 1895 by Springfield Presbytery, Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church. Between that time 
and 1908 he served churches at Springfield, Mo. 
Harrison, Ark., and Ruston, La., besides serving as 
Presbyterial evangelist in Missouri and Louisiana. 


From 1908 to 1913, he was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and served as eval- 
gelist in Texas and Missouri, as well as supply of 
churches at Granbury, Tex., and Mansfield, Ark. 
In 1915, he united with the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, and served churches at Nacog- 
docnes, and Waskom, Tex., and Junction City, Ark. 
He retired in 1933, and removed to Norman, 
Ark., in 1943, where he made his home until the 
time of his death. He died on July 30, 1948, and 
was buried at Black Springs, Ark., Rev. E. W: 
Ragel conducting the funeral service. He is sul 
vived by his wife and the following children: Mr. 
Wm. E. Cunningham, Lawton, Okla.; Rev. Horace 
N. Cunningham, Houston, Tex.; Mrs. John 
Barr, Sr., Norman, Ark.; and Mr. Shem P. Cum 
ningham, Wichita Falls, Tex. —John T. Barr, Sr. 
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Miss Myrtle Williams To Join 
Staff Of Stillman Institute 


Montreat, N. C., Aug. 2.—Miss Myrtle William- 
son, a native of North Carolina, has been appoint- 
ed a member of the educational staff of Stillman 
Institute, the school for Negro lay leaders and 
theology students, at Tuscaloosa, Ala., according 
to an announcement made here today by Dr. Sam 
Burney Hay, president of the school. Doctor Hay 
is here as a discussion leader in the Montreat 
Young People’s Leadership Training School which 
opened last Thursday and will close Thursday 
morning of this week. 


Miss Williamson is a graduate of Queens College, 
and of the Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Workers, Richmond, Va. While in college she volun- 
tered as a foreign missionary but was unable to 
pass required physical examination for that serv- 
ice, and since has devoted herself to full-time serv- 
ice for the Church at home. She served a period 
as a home mission worker in Ashe County, North 
Carolina, under the direction of the Home Mission 
Committee of the Synod of North Carolina, of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S: From this work she was 
called as director of religious education in Paris 
Presbytery, Texas. She has served as director of 
religious education in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Kingsport, Tenn.; in Peace Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, Clearwater, Fla., and instructor 
of Bible in the public schools of Bartow, Fla. 


From Florida she returned to the Assembly’s 
Training School as director of field work, and it 
is from this position that she will go to Stillman 
Institute. She will begin her duties there Sep- 
tember 1. 


Doctor Hay said that not only will the religious 
education department of the Negro school be 
greatly strengthened by the addition to the faculty 
of Miss Williamson, but that “the whole cause 
of Chrisian education among Negroes will be 
strengthened by the influence of this fine Chris- 
tian woman to the Stillman campus.” 


ee 


Rev. John Stuart McMullen Is New 
Director Of Young People’s 


Department 


The Rev. John Stuart McMullen, until recently 
vastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Milledge- 
ville, Ga., will succeed the Rev. C. Ellis Nelson on 
September 1, as Director of the Young People’s 
Department, Executive Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication, Richmond, Va. Mr. Nel- 
son will become Professor of Christian Education 
at Austin Theological Seminary in Texas. 


Active in young people’s work for many years, 
Mr. McMullen has been President of Concord Pres- 
bytery Youth Council of the Synod of North Car- 
dina. Since his graduation from Louisville Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1940 he has been associated 
With the Beechmont Presbyterian Church in Louis- 
ville, Ky., and the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church 
in Atlanta, Ga. He holds degrees from Davidson 
ollege and Columbia University. He is the son of 
hr and Mrs. Robert J. McMullen, missionaries to 

China from 1911 to 1943. 
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“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 





Los Angeles 13, California.” 








Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


_ Tuscaloosa Presbytery met in summer session 
in the Marion Junction Church on July 20, 1948. 
Eighteen ministers were present and twenty ruling 
elders, five visiting elders and two deacons. Rev. 
Cecil Culverhouse was received from the Birming- 
ham Presbytery, and the following Commission 
appointed to install him pastor of the Marion 
Church: J. W. Ormond, E. H. Carleton, J. M. 
Partridge, elders R. L. Jackson and J. M. Gilmer. 
A student, Mr. Julian Stennis, is supplying the 
Cuba Group this summer. Rev. Geo. F. Johnston 
has just come to the Reform Group. Visiting min- 
isters at the Presbytery were Rev. Sam B. Hay, 
D.D., President of Stillman College, and Rev. Alex- 
ander Henry, D.D. Presbytery approved the action 
of the Eutaw and New Hope Churches in calling 
Rev. R. E. Fulton for another year from Septem- 
ber 1, 1948 to September 1, 1949. 


Rev. T. C. Duncan was granted leave of absence 
from the York Church to pursue his studies at 
Princeton on a fellowship. Rev. H. C. Niles was 
granted another year of absence for further study 
at Harvard. Mr. Edward Ratcliff was elected as of- 
ficial auditor for the treasurers of Presbytery. The 
Committee on Christian Relations recommended 
that the Assembly’s pastoral letter on mixed mar- 
riages be redistributed among the church. Rev. N. 
J. Warren and Rev. Simril F. Bryant were ap- 
pointed co-chairmen of the Student Work cam- 
paign. The Committee on the Sabbath called at- 
tention to the growing desecration of the Sabbath, 
especially in open stores, operation of tractors, 
transportation of cattle, and making the day one 
of pleasure and sports. 


The Presbytery will meet for the fall meeting 
in the First Church of Tuscaloosa on October 19, 
1948. 


Ministers’ Salaries And 
Annuity Benefits 


There is a vital connection between the salary 
upon which dues are paid and the annuity to 
which a minister will be entitled when he retires 
at age 65, or beyond. Paragraph 1 of the Of- 
ficial Plan provides that the earned annuity is the 
equivalent of one-eightieth of the total salary upon 
which dues are paid. It is obvious, therefore, that 
the greater the salary basis upon which dues are 
paid the larger will be the earned annuity upon 
retirement. 


Paragraph 15 of the Official Plan of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund defines the salary basis of a 
minister as “‘the cash salary and other remuneration 
received by the minister or officer as such, plus 
15 percent additional for free use of manse, if 
any. If the member receives salaries from more 
than one church, and a manse is furnished, the 15 
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percent shall be added to the cash salary paid by 
the church furnishing the manse.” 


“Other remuneration” includes bonuses, or ad- 
ditional salaries, paid to a minister by the church 
or churches he serves. It may also include the 
rent paid by a church in lieu of a manse, for the 
home in which its pastor lives. In the event a 
church pays the rent for the home of its pastor it 
might be more advantageous to add 15 percent for 
manse to the cash salary of that church. The Fund 
is always glad to furnish information in such 
cases, and to abide by the decision of the minister 
and his church officers. 


In order to illustrate Paragraphs 1 and 14 of 
the Plan, let us assume the case of a minister 
who became a member of the Fund eight years ago 
at age 62. During the past eight years the dues 
have been paid in full on the basis of an average 
annual salary of $6,250.00. Upon retirement from 
active service at age 70, that minister would be en- 
titled to receive annuity benefits from the Fund 
in the amount of $625.00 per year. This is calcu- 
lated on the basis of $6,250.00 per year for eight 
years, and equals $50,000.00. This total salary 
divided by 80 provides the $625.00 per year an- 
nuity. This annuity would be paid to the minister 
at the rate of $52.08 per month, in advance, as 
long as he lives, or until he returns to active 
service. 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary. 


Contributions Received 
Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 


to the General Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Workers, Inc., Richmond, Va. For the Month of 
July: 1948, $4,952.12; 1947, $2,807.36. Total to 
Date: 1948, $16,802.69; 1947, $13,035.27. 


es 


Sibley Church, Augusta, Ga. 


After nearly 22 years’ service there, Rev. John 
Scott Johnson resigned the pastorate of Sibley 
Church about a year ago. Since then, the pulpit 
has been very acceptably supplied by students from 
the Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. The 
first was Mr. James Parker; the next was Mr. John 
S. Schwab (who is now under appointment as a 
Missionary to Japan). 


The present supply is Rev. James L. Davis, who 
has been ordained but not in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, and who expects to return to Co- 
lumbia Bible College in September, but to continue 
as Student Supply Pastor of Sibley. About 12 have 
made confession of faith in the Saviour since Mr. 
Davis came to Sibley in June. Rev. John Scott John- 
son has been elected President of the Georgia Bible 
Institute, in Athens, Ga. He has accepted the work, 
and plans to move there soon. His address (that of 
the Institute) is 698 Boulevard, Athens, Ga. He 
will be available for supply work. —J.S.J. 


Winchester Presbytery 


Upon the joint invitation of the Thomas and 
Davis Churches, the Presbytery of Winchester will 
meet in Thomas, W. Va., on Tuesday, September 
21, 1948, at 11:00 A.M., and hold its second day’s 
sessions in the Davis Church. 


Joseph A. McMurray, Stated Clerk. 
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Home Missions Association 


Rev. P. D. Patrick, Kings Mountain, N. C., was 
elected chairman of the Home Missions Association 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, to serve two years, at 
the meeting of the association at Montreat on Ay. 
gust 17, 1948. He succeeds Rev. W. E. Harrop, 
Charleston, W. Va. 


This association is composed of home mission 
executives and superintendents and chairmen of 
home mission committees in the Synods and Pres. 
byteries of the Assembly, and its annual session at 
Montreat is open to all home mission pastors and 
workers attending the annual Montreat Conferences 
on Home Missions. 


Others elected to two-year terms are: Rev. Cecil 
H. Lang, Dallas, Tex., vice-chairman; Rev. E. N, 
Rook, Louisville, Ky., secretary; and Rev. Mr. Har. 
rop and Rev. Franklin C. Talmage, Atlanta, Ga, 
members of the Executive Committee. 


Dr. Potts Is New Editor For 
“The Upper Room” 


Dr. J. Manning Potts, Chicago, associate di- 
rector of the Methodist Crusade for Christ for the 
past four years, has been named Editor of The 
Upper Room, effective September 1, according to 
Bishop Ralph S. Cushman, president of the Meth- 
odist General Board of Evangelism. 


Dr. Potts succeeds Bishop Roy H. Short of the 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Area, who was elected to the 
episcopacy by the Southeastern Jurisdictional Con- 
ference last month. He becomes the third editor of 
The Upper Room since it was founded in 1935 
by Dr. Grover C. Emmons. 


With a bi-monthly circulation of 2,000,000, The 
Upper Room is the world’s most widely used guide 
to personal and family devotions. It is distributed 
through 50,000 churches about half of which are 
Methodist. In addition to the American edition 
there are editions printed in Spanish, Portuguese, 
Chinese and Braille for the blind. 


Synodical Training School 


A very interesting and successful Synodical 
Training School of the Woman’s Auxiliary was 
held June 21-26 at Belhaven College, Jackson, 
Miss. For the first time the “Little Montreat” of 
Mississippi offered the final courses which com 
pleted the twelve necessary for a diploma, only 
eight having been offered for certificates until re- 
cent years. 


There were five diplomas, one certificate and on¢ 
hundred credits given in all. The total attendance 
was 75 with about 50 visitors. Mrs. Ada Foster 
was in charge of Fun Night, and Mrs. C. C. Alford 
in charge of the banquet. 


Central Texas Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Texas meets in reg 
ular Fall Meeting at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Taylor, Tex., on September 14-15, 1948. Convening 
time: 1:00 P.M., September 14. 

D. M. Currie, Stated Clerk. 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Official ground-breaking ceremonies beginning 
the erection of the new $600,000 gymnasium were 
conducted by President John R. Cunningham on 
July 24 at the site of the building on the Davidson 
College campus. 


The brief program included the singing of the 
college Alma Mater song “All Hail O Davidson,” 
the responsive reading of the Scriptures, a prayer, 
and the shoveling of earth by the president. 
Grouped about him were members of the admin- 
istration, Athletic Director Norman W. Shepard, 
and college Treasurer F. L. Jackson. Also in at- 
tendance were a number of townspeople and a 
representative group from the summer student 
hody. 


Atlanta Presbytery 


The Pioneer Camp of this vresbytery was the 
largest yet held—371 intermediates, with 96 mem- 
bers of the faculty, counselor, housemother, and 
other groups—467 in all. A fine spirit prevailed 
among the various tribes. 8 in number, and the 
Cherokees ran away with the activities contest 
while the Choctaws triumphed in sports. 53 were 
in the graduating class, having completed the 3 
years attendance and gaining 9 credits for a di- 
ploma. A large number made forward steps in the 
Christian life while 9 made professions of faith in 
Christ at the candlelighting service. 


Dr. William Redd Turner, of Clinton, S. C. was 
the vesper speaker. Other members of the faculty 
included the following ministers—Donald B. Bailey, 
Robert E. Smith, William C. Sistar, Robert W. Ray- 
burn, Wm. J. Hazelwood, J. G. Kirckhoff, J. Floyd 
Akin, George W. Shaeffer, Fulton C. Lytle, Rich- 
ard O. Flinn, Jr., Eugene T. Wilson, Frank C. 
Talmadge. Marshall B. Dendy, Jacob MacKorell, 
Lewis B. Metts, C. E. Piephoff. Francis E. Benton, 
and Ernest G. Clary, Jr., Harry Philips, Mrs. John 
W. Fiveash, Mrs. Hazel Harrison, and Miss Janet 
Greene. An unusually fine gronn of young men 
and women counselors assisted in completing the 
organization. Rev. Jack B. MeMichael, Regional 
Director, was one of these and also taught a 
course on counseling for the entire group. 


The Senior Conference was attended by 155 
young people, 220 in all. The theme “Walk In The 
light” was discussed each morning at the morning 
watch by one of the clans. Classes were taught by 
the following—Ministers Jack W. Bryson, George 
Bellingrath, John M. Alexander, Franklin C. Tal- 
mage, C. Walker Sessions, V. L. Bryant, Sidney 
Anderson, Thomas M. Johnston, Dana Waters, 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Benjamin Andres, and Miss 
Henrietta Thompson. Completing the organization 
were Rev. Donald B. Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
8. Lowrance, Mrs. John W. Fiveash, Mrs. Hazel 
Harrison, and Mr. Bernard Blackwell. 

Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, of our Assembly’s 
ome Mission Committee, brought inspiring ad- 
dresses each evening on the subject of relationships 
—To God, To Jesus Christ, To the Holy Spirit, To 
the Church, and to The World. On the closing 
evening a large number of young people re-dedi- 
tated themselves to Christ. The next morning early 
the Communion Service was observed in the local 
church and it was agreed that this was one of the 
high lights of the conference. 


P. O. Box 330 


ONE OF THESE | 
REGULAR 
INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 


For Yourself — For 
Another — Or 
Jointly 


And ... at the same time ... your invested funds 
become a GIFT to Foreign Missions, thus making 
it possible for you to both INVEST and GIVE in 


one transaction. 


Annuity rates range from 21% to 7 percent, based 
on age of the recipient. Payments are made semi- 
annually. The income does not shrink nor fluc- 
tuate—the rate never changes. Certain income tax 
exemptions are allowed on both principal and in- 
come. Your money becomes a Living Investment 
in Foreign Missions. 


For full and detailed information about the many 
attractive features of Annuity Gifts, write to: 


Curry B. Hearn 


Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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The 1949 Competitive Scholarship Contest In The 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 


1. What Scholarships Are Offered? Twenty scholarships in Presbyterian colleges are offered, as fol- ; 
lows: $2,000.00, $1,600.00, $1,200.00, $1,000.00—these four are on a four-year basis, one-fourth 7 





the amount being available for each college year, provided acceptable work is done. The other sixteen 
awards are for $500.00, $400.00, three for $300.00 each, three for $200.00 each, and eight for 
$100.00 each, and are for one year only. In every case the money will be paid by the Committee of 
Christian Education to the Presbyterian College attended. 


2. Who May Enter This Contest? Any boy or girl who is (1) in the senior year of an accredited 
high school (or a recent graduate who has done no college work); and who is (2) a member of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States (Southern Presbyterian Church). 


3. How May One Enter This Contest? The applicant himself should write to Dr. Wade H. Boggs 
(address given below) for Application Form and other information. Entered 


4. What Tests Are Applied? The actual examinations will be given at the school presently attended 


by the student, and will include: (1) a general psychological test; and (2) an English aptitude test. Volum 
These are to be taken under high school supervision. 


5. What Is Further Required? There must be sent to the Louisville Office: (1) the Application Form, 
including personal data on honors won, school activities, and church work; (2) the High School Re- 
commendation, containing the record to date; (3) an Essay of not fewer than 500 words, on “Why 
Attend A Christian College?” (helpful literature on Christian Education may be obtained from the 

Louisville Office or from Presbyterian Survey articles); and (4) an Autobiography of not fewer than He Is 


1,000 ~ ae (Autobiography and Essay may be written at home, and, if possible, must be _ type- 
written). 
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6. When Will The Contest Be Held? (1) Completed Application Form and High School Recommen- fthe ¥ 


dation must bear postmark not later than January 15, 1949. None will be accepted if postmarked | nm 
later than that date. (2) Essay and Autobiography must bear postmark not later than February 12, F 

j 1949. (3) The Tests are to be held on February 11 or 12, 1949, and the papers must be returned im- isdc 
mediately by the school authorities. All contestants will receive written notification of results of Con- MDivine 
4 test as soon as the grading can be completed. The scholarship money will be available for successful Blowil 
1 contestants for the college year beginning summer or fall of 1949. 


7. What Institutions May Be Attended? The successful contestant must choose one of the colleges 
of our own Church, as listed below. Write to the college of your choice for information about the 






































TH 
college. 

College Scope President Address 
ee eee NN = 
Arkansas EEE Rev. John D. Spragins, M.A., D.D...00000-0.. eee ..... Batesville, Ark. 
Austin Ce EAT OT NE IT Mov. WT. Gaewramt, Dna sic enees sons Tee. 
Belhaven WR Sic Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D......00.........0.20.------eeseeeess0ee----.---... Jackson, Miss. 
Centre TN ictcdtte ees Rev. Walter A. Groves, Ph.D....................-..--c---cceeeseeee-es Danville, Ky. 
Davidson PR esssiiciscteciaceane Bone. DJ. Mi. Comma atin, Tellin Diane cccssesccnscecssictsccesecen Davidson, N. C. 
Davis & Elkins STAIN TEL! ee eee Lene Elkins, W. Va. 
ET ID ciicscsiccsescocencies eee Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney.....................00-00-+- ee RRR. Rev. Edgar G. Gammon, LL.D..........................-....-+.--.--.. Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King ROT Rev. R. T. L. Liston, Ph.D........ cssksseieaecasceiede seamed Bristol, Tenn. 

I UR i sniccnsses cveccconesnbesiscanencscenes I isis cncocccsons Ce DS Ee Staunton, Va. 
NI inisccsoiianssiecniniavicennndnessiwiinintincaleabaasned Women......... ithaca eee Rev. J. Rupert MeGregor, Th.D........-...-....0...c.cecscsecesesee Montreat, N. C. 
ID Caos caincianesnicieueteucenimencend TAR RARE Marshall W. Brown, Ped.D...................-..c.-.-cc0scssccscsessseeee Clinton, S. C. 
ETE eae Se ee OD NE i Rev. Hunter B. Blakely, A.M, Th. Di.........cccccccscccossccoce Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern. ‘i | RRR ere OR EE Rev. Charles E. Diehl, A.M., LL.D. Memphis, Tenn. 
INI iciccctacscns nan cdaicniianee OEE eC ae TET We ws My Nain cactcciccscninecncointcestulictoccvin Fulton, Mo. 


Junior College 








TO TATA RTA ... Cored ussicteisncnscncsss NS UNS I IOI ii aa a ae Jackson, Ky. 
IIR ii sitaccsclentaiccicissebneconasle I ciciscnscxscsninsainsiscccctae Pe oe a ce chic bach ighice ina iichichacena aa ttsephnediebcaichcaeidesaslecled Banner Elk, N. ©. 
Sane te ar eee eee Co-ed OU Statesville, N. C. 
Peace ....Women.... anainlaoa TS oa: Se Np I ccteisiacncibicesiccccasneitivinadniucscusvisciabvonns Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior................-..:c.-000----- UD seithareicadlacoicocoutasee Rev. Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D................................ Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner Pics sssticaticetisansitiiicsicsuthoacatiie AP Oe gs iaclabonicsa leben unanicaliak a niadeie tiie aes ome Kerrville, Tex. 
EEE Re ere ae eee eS Co-ed - Negro................ BROv. Sm ROMS Ts TI avin csc cccscacacencececscncssccescznc Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D., Executive Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


410 Urban Building Louisville (2) Kentucky 
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